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ACRONYMS
	

	APRM- African Peer Review Mechanism

	BOR - Beneficial Ownership Register

	GC- Governance Commission 

	CSOs- Civil Society Organizations

	EPA- Environment Protection Agency

	LACC- Liberia Anti Corruption   Commission

	LEITI- Liberia Extractive Industry Transparency Imitative

	LMC – Liberia Media Center

	LNP – Liberia National Police

	INGO- International Non-Governmental Organization

	MFDP- Ministry of Finance and Development Planning

	MICAT – Ministry of Information, Cultural Affairs and Tourism

	MOPT- Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications

	MOH- Ministry of Health

	NAP- National Action Plan

	RBM - Based Management 

	OGI- Open Government Initiative

	OGP - Open Government Partnership


INTRODUCTION
Liberia has now been part of the OGP for over 5 years and has implemented 2 National Action Plans (NAPs). This document provides details on Liberia’s commitments as part of the 3rd Open Government Partnership (OGP) NAP to be implemented between October 2017 and October 2019. These commitments have been co-created between government (led by Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism- MICAT) and civil society. The commitments focus on 4 key areas: Transparency, Citizen Participation, Accountability and Integrity and Technology and Innovation. The timelines for completion are cognizant of the upcoming national elections in Liberia in October/November 2017; and the inevitable delay in implementation as a new government takes power in early 2018. The start date for each commitment is October 1st 2017 unless otherwise stated.
The draft commitments were developed based on experience implementing reforms in Liberia, extensive analysis of comparative efforts elsewhere in the region and beyond, and interviews and feedback from a variety of national and international stakeholders. The plan also builds on the recommendations made by the OGP IRM in the report carried out in 2016 and on recommendations received from a variety of international partners and stakeholders. The aim is to make the commitments as specific, relevant, time-bound and transformative as possible; and to use the OGP not just as means to improve accountability and open governance, but to improve efficiency and create real value for Liberian citizens.
The plan builds on the progress made in the first two plans while also working to make sure that these commitments are both ambitious but will also result in real and meaningful changes for Liberian citizens. Before beginning implementation, MICAT and partners will carry out a feasibility assessment of these commitments to understand more specifically the extent to which each commitment is feasible in practice over the course of the next two years. The National Steering Committee will also work with donors, the government and the OGP to understand the resources that might be available for implementation to avoid the challenge in previous plans of unachievable commitments due to under-resourcing.
 While the following are not included in the plan below, the OGP steering committee also commits to:
· Working to develop an OGP implementation secretariat within the government to improve capacity, coordinate actors and generate buy-in for the OGP;
· Use the iCampus (OpenGov Hub) as an official hub for open governance activities, including training, workshops and meetings.
 
DEVELOPING THE NATIONAL ACTION PLAN 
The development of Liberia’s National Action Plan 2017-2019 has been more deliberate, systematic, and inclusive compared to the previous process. Learning from best practice amongst other OGP member countries, the OGP Steering Committee which is composed of representatives from national government and civil society, was more proactive in leading the development of a third, co-created NAP. There was marked improvement in the ownership of OGP among both non-government and government Steering Committee members due to their participation in various multi-stakeholder meetings, consultations and events. The Steering Committee, led by MICAT within the Government of Liberia, and Accountability Lab Liberia on behalf of civil society, led the following process for the development of the plan:

i) Background Research and a Communications Campaign- a review of other NAP development processes from elsewhere around the world to understand strengths and weaknesses; and key stakeholder interviews with critical voices from across government, business, civil society, the media and community groups to ascertain ideas and feedback on the OGP process and content in Liberia. The Accountability Lab also conducted an online communications campaign to create conversation around the OGP and themes around open governance, with ideas and feedback integrated where feasible into the draft NAP outlined below.

ii) Development of a Draft NAP with Ideas for Priority Issues and Commitments- civil society organizations in Liberia and internationally provided inputs on the OGP in conjunction with the Liberian government. These inputs were consolidated by Accountability Lab Liberia, which coordinated closely with CSOs that had relevant expertise in various focus areas and other groups that work on issues of participation, transparency, rights and openness. The draft NAP was then shared widely for review and inputs, and collectively iterated by the Steering Committee based on feedback and discussions. 

iii) Civil Society and Government Consultations- the Steering Committee gathered feedback from a broader set of Liberian civil society groups and citizens through two consultations in June/July 2017. The 1st consultation took place at iCampus in Monrovia and comprised participants from Bomi, Grand Cape Mount, Margibi& Grand Bassa counties. The 2nd meeting was held in Bong county with participants from Nimba, Gbarpolu, Lofa, and Rivercess counties respectively. A 3rd Consultative Meeting was planned for Grand Gedeh will participants from Maryland, Sinoe, Grand Kru& River Gee counties, but given time constraints related to the domestic political calendar in Liberia, did not take place. 

iv) A Finalization Workshop and Approval- the Steering Committee and representatives from relevant government ministries took part in a finalization workshop in August 2017 over the course of a weekend, the output of which was this final NAP. The NAP was then presented to the Cabinet, which approved the document in September 2017.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The NAP will use a Results Based Management (RBM) approach, along with appropriate Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) as outlined in each commitment below. We will create a simple template for each responsible person in charge of the various commitments to easily provide up-to-date information on progress. An ongoing NAP progress tracking document will be used to synthesize results for discussion and dissemination to interested parties at any time. The Steering Committee will meet monthly to discuss progress and understand how to push forward each of the commitments. The Government of Liberia and its civil society partners will adopt an adaptive learning approach to the process- understanding that while the commitments are set for the two-year period, the processes by which those commitments are achieved can be adapted and iterated over time to ensure the best outcomes. 
Communication Strategy
Beyond the specific elements of the commitments outlined above through which citizens can gather and use information, it is important that we communicate clearly to Liberians why the OGP process is important, why openness and transparency can improve their lives and the efforts we are collectively making to achieve those ends. Throughout the two year period the Steering Committee commits to:
Establishing a dedicated OGP Liberia website for the process;
Publishing all OGP meeting minutes and progress reports on implementation of commitments on this website on a regular basis so citizens can better understand the process and provide feedback;
Hosting an annual OGP summit in Liberia through which ideas can be shared, lessons learned, collaborations seeded and progress assessed publicly in relation to the NAP;
Ongoing outreach through social media and other communications channels (such as radio and TV interviews) where possible. 
Connections to the SDGs
 
There are considerable complementary objectives between the OGP and the SDGs. The SDGs provide an opportunity to enhance the impact of the OGP by establishing a set of global priorities to help eradicate extreme poverty and shift all countries toward inclusive, sustainable development. Improving government transparency will be a critical component of achieving many of the 17 goals in Liberia and particularly Goal 16 which seeks to promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies. The Joint Declaration on Open Government for the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development commits governments to use the OGP platform to advance the Global Goals. We hope the Liberian government will endorse the declaration. Where possible we hope to link the commitments above to critical SDG objectives including poverty, environmental issues and the delivery of public services.
2017-2019 Commitments
	

	Commitment 1: Develop a Legislative Monitoring Database

	October 2017- October 2019

	New commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	    Governance Commission 

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	The public in Liberia has very little knowledge of where critical bills and laws are in terms of approval within the legislative process. This prevents them from monitoring these bills and advocating for their passage at the relevant moments. Understanding where critical bills and laws (such as the Whistleblower and Witness Protection Acts, Decent Work Bill and Local Government Act) are being held up within the legislative process can help us to understand where and when pressure should be applied to support the completion of the process and ensure the rights of citizens.

	What is the commitment?
	This commitment will create a database to track laws and bills within the legislature; and provide regular reports on the status of these laws and bills matched with roundtables to allow for discussion.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	This effort to open up the legislative process will provide citizens with information they need to understand how bills and law are progressing. It will create space for public hearings and citizen comments on draft legislation, and the basis for relevant advocacy campaigns.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	The commitment will provide an opportunity for citizens and civil society organizations to track, support and organize around the legislative processes. It will open up parliament to public scrutiny and public participation.   

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Track status of bills in the House of Representatives and Senate through ongoing monitoring;
	October 2017
	October 2019 

	Provide analysis on the progress of bills, the sponsor of each bill and who has voted for each bill;
	October 2017 
	October 2019

	Publish ongoing results and analysis in quarterly reports and online through a searchable database;
	October 2017
	October 2019

	Work with relevant groups inside and outside government through round-tables to push for the passage of critical bills when needed
	October 2017 
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Ms. Janet Johnson 

	Title, Department
	Director of Communication

	Email and Phone
	jprudencej@yahoo.com and +231886553335 

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	Governance Commission, LACC, LRC, and MOFA. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups

	 CAPDOG, CENTAL, CUPPADL, CEMESP, IREDD, LMC, iLab Liberia.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 2: Publication of Budget Documents

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	Ministry of Finance

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	The 2015 Open Budget Survey assessed legislative oversight of the budget process in Liberia as weak, the audit process as weak, and public participation in budgeting as weak. 

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment seeks to open up the budget process for citizen participation. An open budget process is essential if citizens are to understand how public resources are being used and managed.


	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	The commitment will make public budget information related to the executive budget, the budget speech, and audit reports. This will allow citizens to more fully participate in the budget process. Coupled with oversight by the legislature and audit institutions this will contribute to a more accountable use of public money.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	This commitment is critical in achieving three pillars of budget accountability: budget transparency, public participation, and formal oversight, which are central to the OGP values of transparency and citizen participation.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Publication of annual audit reports;

	January 2018
	October 2019 

	Publication of the pre-budget statement and the year-end report on budget implementation;

	October 2017
	 October 2019

	Extend coverage of International Financial Management and Information System to an additional 8 ministries & agencies and provide functional/technical support to ensure use and effectiveness;

	October 2017
	July 2019

	MOFEP will publish, within 3 months of the end of the quarter, data on quarterly central government expenditures, by Ministry, Department and Agency
	October 2017 
	October 2019 

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Hon. Tanneh G. Brunson 

	Title, Department
	 Deputy Minister for Budget and Development Planning

	Email and Phone
	tbrunson@mfdp.gov.lr 

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	GAC  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups

	World Bank, IMF, Liberia Media Center 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 3: Implementation of the Freedom of Information (FoI) Act

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	National Information Commission

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Liberia was the first country in Africa to pass a Freedom of Information (FoI) Act but very few citizens know the act exists, nor are they able to obtain information through the act. Additionally, the government has difficulty providing the information that should be available under the act. Greater access to information will allow citizens to make more informed decisions about the performance of their government and understand how their resources are being used as part of the process of governance.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment is for the appointment of additional Public Information Officers in all counties and to provide additional trainings to ensure they can fulfil their mandate and responsibilities as they relate to the FoI Act.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	The commitment will strengthen the supply side of FoI by ensuring that the government can provide information to citizens; and the demand side of information- by making the process of obtaining information easier for citizens, bolstering trust in the process and leading to more FoI requests.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Meaningful citizen participation depends on the public’s ability to access information. This commitment allows access by the general public to data held by the national government. Full implementation of the Act will enables accountability, transparency and citizen participation. 

	Additional information 
	Budget for the implementation of this commitment will come from the Open Society Institute for West Africa (OSIWA)

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Appointment of additional Public Information Officers in all counties and trainings.
	October 2017
	October 2019 

	Training of PIOs on the online Freedom of Information platform developed.
	January 2018 
	June 2019 

	Training for PIOs on how to generate frequently requested documents; 
	November 2017
	April 2018

	Information Commission provides quarterly reports on progress and use of FoI law.
	October 2017 
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Cllr. Mark B. Freeman

	Title, Department
	Commissioner, Information Commission 

	Email and Phone
	mbedorwla@yahoo.com and +231886511170

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	MICAT

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	iLab Liberia, Accountability Lab Liberia, CENTAL, OSIWA 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 4: Citizen Monitoring and Support for the Justice System

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	Chief Justice’s Office

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Consolidating the rule of law has been challenging in Liberia. Ensuring that the justice system and the courts operate for the benefit of citizens is critical to the rule of law and to building trust in government.Citizens are largely unaware of how the justice system works in Liberia; and the government lacks the capacity and knowledge to implement the rule of law effectively.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment seeks to ensure access to justice for citizens by further bolstering jury offices, training magistrates, monitoring the performance of local courts and ensuring citizens are aware of their rights and access to justice.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	The commitment will build capacity within the justice system and engage citizens around rule of law issues at the local level to ensure accountability within the system. 

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Without effective access to justice and legal empowerment, no country can realize meaningful transparency, accountability and citizen participation. The commitment empowers citizens with the ability to respond to the injustices that affect their daily lives and a fair trial. It guarantees access to information related to laws and regulations. 

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Jury offices established in all 15 counties;

	October 2017
	April 2018

	Training of 300 magistrates across all 15 counties;

	January 2018 
	December 2018 

	Awareness raising around the roles of juries
	April 2018
	June 2019

	Track cases in courts to prevent delays in judication
	October 2017
	June 2019

	Open Justice initiative through which citizens monitor local courts, track cases and follow-up on the return of bond fees
	April 2018
	June 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Atty. Andrew N. Nimley, Jr.

	Title, Department
	Administrative Assistant, Chief Justice of Liberia’s Office

	Email and Phone
	papajnminley2009@yahoo.com and +231886513127

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	MFDP, MICAT 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	Carter Center, IDLO, UNMIL, Citizens Bureau, Justice and Peace Commission, LAGSOL

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 5: Implement A Feedback Mechanism to Build Accountability of the LNP

	October 2017- October 2019

	New commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	 Governance Commission, the Legislature, LACC, LRC, and MOFA.

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	The Liberia National Police (LNP) plays a critical role in enforcing the rule of law, but the actions of the police themselves often undermine that law. As a result, trust in the police declines and criminality proliferates, as do extra-judicial responses to criminal behaviors. 

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment will establish a variety of tools and information dissemination modalities to build trust in the police, report infractions and build evidence-based trust in the police force.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	These efforts will make data related to the Liberian police more transparent, accessible and useful for citizens. It will also allow them to report the police when they see the law being broken by the police force. These efforts will support greater trust in the system and, over time, the effectiveness of the LNP.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Access to information and data about rules, procedures and measures of core activities of the criminal justice system is one of the most powerful ways to protect against corruption and mismanagement in police forces, support more informed discussion of operational approaches, and improve public perception and trust of the police.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Establish free, public hotline for complaints and commendations for the LNP 
	December 2017
	March 2018

	Establish a task force of MOJ and CSO partners to understand police and public safety information currently being collected, to identify information gatekeepers and the current format(s) of data.

	October 2017
	March 2018 

	Design and develop a plan to collect and process high-priority public safety and police information and statistics for publication online on the LNP website 
	October 2017
	June 2018

	Provide data on crime, accidents and LNP activities through the existing open data portal

	December 2017
	December 2018

	Create brochures for citizens with information about the role of the LNP, indicating their rights in relation to the LNP and the procedures for inquiries, complaints and commendations
	October 2017
	December 2018

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Mr. Sam Collins

	Title, Department
	Chief of Public Affairs, Liberia National Police

	Email and Phone
	lnpkingsford@gmail.com and +231770800122

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	 Governance Commission, MICAT

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	 TGCI, LMC, UNPOL, Community Watch Forum

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 6: Pass Legislation and Support Capacity Building for Integrity in Government

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	LiberinAnti-Corruption Commission (LACC)

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Integrity within the public sector is perceived to be very low. In practice, a lack of integrity undermines trust in government and leads to corruption, patronage and mismanagement. It also prevents honest young Liberians from entering government as a career path.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment will support the passage of critical laws that will help to ensure the integrity and accountability of public servants; support the development of capacity within the civil service; and build a network of honest government officials.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	The legal frameworks will put in place rule for the behaviors of public officials, while the training and network of honest government officials will build values of integrity throughout the civil service.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Ensure the passage of the Whistleblower and Witness Protection Acts

	October 2017
	June 2019 

	Strengthen implementation of Executive Order (19) (Code of Conduct for National Officials);

	October 2017 
	June 2019

	Revise curriculum and provide training to incoming government civil servants through LIPA and the PYPP on issues of accountability and integrity;
	October 2017
	October 2019

	Build on the Integrity Idol campaign to create a national network of local government officials with integrity to share ideas, collaborate and push for integrity
	October 2017
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Mr. James Kingsley

	Title, Department
	Administrative Assistant, LACC

	Email and Phone
	jkingsley@lacc.gov.lr

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	 MICAT, LACC, GC, LIPA, CSA

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	Accountability Lab Liberia, iCampus, iLab Liberia, CAPDOG, CUPPADL, PYPP

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 7: Improve Transparency in the Land Authority

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	 Governance Commission, the Legislature, LACC, LRC, and MOFA.

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Land issues have been a critical driver of Liberia’s conflicts and significant issues remain in terms of land ownership, land rights, concessions and land management. Ensuring accountable land management is an essential part of making people in power in Liberia more accountable and transparent.

The public is largely not aware of land ownership rights, concession rights oraboutland management issues; and equally, the Land Authority is unable to provide information to citizens about these issues in ways they are able to understand.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment, a continuation from the 2nd NAP, will make information around land ownership and use more open to the public both on and offline. It will also provide a mechanism for citizens to resolve land disputes through the Land Authority.  

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	The commitment will radically improve transparency of land related documents and information, opening up a process of data-driven decision-making around land that will increase the fairness and accountability of projects in the land sector.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Land rights and information are central to a host of OGP values including transparency, citizen participation and anti-corruption.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Make publicly available data on land rights (such as data/locations on land legally owned by private citizens or communities) produced by the government on the NBC platform;

	October 2017
	June 2019 

	Make land deeds and certificates available to the public through the Land Authority;

	October 2017
	October 2019

	Produce hard copies of data collected and developed through the LEITI and SIMS and distribute these hard copies to relevant communities across Liberia as the basis for discussion;
	October 2017
	June 2019

	Ensure the Land Authority makes information available related to land and resource governance (including policies, laws, guides for how to register property, updates on government activities and details including GPS coordinates of indigenous and community land ownership information) on its website and in hard copies;
	October 2017 
	October 2019

	Create a standing mechanism through which citizens can seek redress for land rights abuses within the Land Authority.
	October 2017
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Mr. Myer W. Saye, Sr.

	Title, Department
	LEITI

	Email and Phone
	whehjusaye2005@yahoo.com

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	 MICAT, LEITI

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	Carter Center, SDI, Parley


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 8: Improve Accountability and Value for Money through Open Contracting

	October 2017- October 2019

	New commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	LACC

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Procurement is the single greatest corruption risk in the public sector. Millions of dollars are lost every year through corrupt contracting and untransparent procurement processes for public contracts, especially related to public infrastructure.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment seeks to improve accountability and value for money through open contracting by adopting international standards, opening up information that can be used to judge the accountability of contracting processes and creating a forum to provide oversight of procurement processes.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	If Liberia can link data across budgets with contracting this will be a key step in increasing public accountability. Publishing contracts promotes fairer competition, encourages civic oversight and helps governments learn from previous successes and failures.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Contract transparency is essential for the responsible management of natural resources and the potential for growth and economic development that those resources can provide. Citizens have a right to know how their government is managing their resources in order to hold government and service providers accountable. 

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Adoption of the open contracting data standard, a global open-source tool to enable disclosure of data and documents along the entire contracting process (the planning, tenders, awards, contracts and implementation phases) and application of this standard to identified projects;

	February 2018
	January 2019

	Establish administrative directive and guidelines and ethical codes mandating application of the open contracting system for public contracts;

	December 2017 
	June 2018

	Publish all contracting data on the open data portal by default, which will also be compliant with the open contracting data standard;

	October 2017
	June 2018

	Civic education on procurement and contracting processes to support citizens in understanding how these processes happen and their duties to oversee them, through a specific, time-bound sensitization campaign;

	February 2018
	February 2019

	Establish open contracting forum comprising of government, civil society and the private sector to ensure sustained engagement, oversight and improved procurement processes. The forum will follow the open government principles of equal participation and co-creation and will be tasked to select a number of projects to monitor using the open contracting data standard and web portal.
	February 2018
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Victoria C. Dudley

	Title, Department
	 PPCC

	Email and Phone
	v.dudley@yahoo.com and 0886214027

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	LEITI, NIC, NBC 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	CUPPADL, TGCI, NIF, CEMESP, Association of Liberian Construction Contractors, the Liberia Chamber of Commerce, Open Contracting Partnership, CAPDOG


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 9: Institute a Beneficial Ownership Registry

	October 2017- October 2019

	New commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	LACC

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Anonymous companies (companies of which the real owners are unknown) allow for corruption, tax avoidance, money laundering, drug trafficking and terrorist financing. This denies the Liberian government and people revenue that could be used to improve public services. 

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment will develop a public register for beneficial ownership information. The development of the register will be instituted through implementing rules and procedures using open data standards.  

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	A public register showing who owns and controls overseas companies will deter the corrupt from using these as safe havens to invest their criminal proceeds. In doing so, it will signal the beginning of the end for a system of secrecy that facilitates and entrenches the corruption in Liberia.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Beneficial ownership information is at the heart of the OGP- as it relates to the transparency of information that allows citizens to monitor the use of public and private resources.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Commence consultations and workshops around the issue of beneficial ownership;

	November 2017
	January 2018 

	Sign Liberia up to the Open Ownership Global Register;

	March 2018
	April 2018

	Constitute a coordinating committee to establish clear rules on beneficial ownership in Liberia;

	March 2018
	January 2019

	Begin the process of establishing an open register of beneficial ownership for all companies operating in Liberia per international open data standards;

	April 2018
	April 2019

	Awareness raising and capacity building on beneficial ownership for public officials, civil society and investigative journalists.

	February 2018
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Mr. James Kingsley

	Title, Department
	 LACC

	Email and Phone
	jkingsley@lacc.gov.lr and 0886527326

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	 FIU, LEITI, FDA, GC, LISGIS, PPCC, Liberia Business Registry, LRA

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	iLab Liberia, iCampus, CENTAL, CEMESP, CAPDOG 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Commitment 10: Implementation and Use of an Open Data/citizen Navigation Portal

	October 2017- October 2019

	Ongoing commitment

	Lead implementing agency/actor
	Ministry  of Post and Telecommunications

	Commitment description

	What is the public problem that the commitment will address?
	Decisions can only be made in an informed way if policymakers and citizens have access to trusted, clear and accessible data. Currently, rumors and misinformation abound in Liberia because citizens do not have access to a platform that brings this information together in a way that allows for easy, free access and synthesis of relevant data.

	What is the commitment?
	The commitment will allow for a better understanding, collection and production of data related to policy-making in Liberia through a series of data-collection, cleaning and synthesis activities; and ongoing development of an online platform to disseminate this data.

	How will the commitment contribute to solve the public problem?
	These efforts will solve this problem through providing much more data to citizens in ways that are useful and usable. While internet access for Liberians can still be limited, having all of this data in one place, online, in a form that can be used, will allow for additional offline approaches to be developed.

	Why is this commitment relevant to OGP values?
	Open data is a critical part of open government- it allows citizens to better navigate, understand and hold governments to account.

	Additional information 
	

	Milestone Activity with a verifiable deliverable 
	Start Date:
	End Date:

	Conduct a prioritized audit of IT capacity and gaps within government bodies relevant to the OGP process;

	December 2017
	March 2018

	Conduct surveys of citizens to understand exactly what data they want from government;

	December 2017
	September 2018

	Collection of datasets from relevant ministries and conversion to machine-readable formats to make the data easy to use and repurpose;

	February 2018
	December 2018

	As part of the platform, create geospatial portal with all concessions agreements and related shapefiles, including agriculture, mining, and timber concessions, as well as Community Forest Management Agreements. Include maps of all community and customary lands that overlap with these concessions;
	February 2018
	December 2018

	User design and feedback process to understand how best to integrate and display data;
	August 2018
	August 2019

	Coordinate with the Aid Management Platform to ensure all aid data is available publicly on that platform, and it is linked to the open data platform;
	October 2017
	June 2018

	Interactive, structured community building on open data issues between key civil society organizations in Liberia and those across the continent working on open data and transparency issues including a series of video-conferences, online discussions and virtual events to share thoughts, cross-pollinate ideas and build collaborations.
	January 2018
	October 2019

	Contact information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	DnalonKaine

	Title, Department
	 MOPT

	Email and Phone
	dnkaine@mopt.gov.lr

	Other Actors Involved
	State actors involved
	LEITI, LISGIS, MOH, MOE, MFDP, MIA, MOPT, LITELCO


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	CSOs, private sector,multilaterals, working groups
	iLab Liberia, iCampus, World Resources Institute

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Conclusion
The government of Liberia looks forward to implementing this plan in conjunction with civil society. Any thoughts, ideas and clarifications can be sent to Jonathan Williams, Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism (MICAT) at: jonathanwilliamsii@yahoo.com
