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It would be most helpful to us to have a brief description of all national commitments in the form below. This will ensure we accurately and clearly represent the commitment that your government had made in any final documents arising from the summit. Thank you.
COUNTRY
	ESTONIA



TITLE OF COMMITMENT
	Creation of Database Aggregating Declarations of Financial Interest to Optimize Prevention of Corruption and Conflicts of Interest



DESCRIPTION (up to 200 words approximately)
	The commitment aims to optimize the anti-corruption fight by utilizing ICT advances. On 3.10.2013 the Estonian Government approved an anti-corruption strategy. A new database that publicizes financial interests will become its central instrument.
An electronic registry for government officials’ declarations of interest is planned to be created by the first half of 2014 to prepare for the database’s launch. Then, officials with the duty to declare must verify their information, supplement it if necessary, and submit the declaration by 31 May 2014. Interested parties will be able to view the public declarations by identifying themselves.
The added value of the new system is that the database allows the financial interests of public servants to be open immediately after their declaration, thereby eliminating fragmentation and the lag that occurs with publication of official reports. Monitoring will also be more effective due to the unification of different databases. In addition to the effect it will have on the battle against corruption, officials will benefit from a noticeably simpler and faster method of declaring their financial interests as well. 
This registry will be connected to a solution that collects the income-tax declarations of physical persons (starting in 2015, the declarations can be submitted together) as well as other databases that are used for pre-filling the declarations (banks, real estate, car, and other registries).
The goal is to create the database quickly and effectively by relying on existing e-solutions. The most important of these are the income-tax declaration solution (active since 2000) and Estonia’s broadly functional electronic personal identification system (as of 22 October, 2013, over 133 million digital signatures have been given and identification has occurred over 200 million times. Estonia’s population is 1.3 million).
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