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COUNTRY
	Georgia



TITLE OF COMMITMENT
	Taking Freedom of Information to the next level: New FOIA, Proactive Publication and E-request at data.gov.ge



DESCRIPTION (up to 200 words)
	The obligation for the government agencies to proactively publish public information and provide the mechanism for electronic request of public information became part of the Georgian legislation from September 1st, 2013.  This is the example of strong and powerful collaboration between the CSOs and Government to achieve desired results of transparency and accountability by increasing the standards of Freedom of Information Legislation in Georgia.

We would like to go even further: we would like to introduce the separate Freedom of Information act with the supervising authority and put into operation open data portal – data.gov.ge – public information database which would allow citizens to easily access proactively published public information, find different datasets produced by the public institutions as well as submit e-requests of public information to the government agencies and receive responses electronically.  Data.gov.ge would consolidate public information classified on the portal according to the content and not the institutions.  

We realize that this is the commitment which cannot be fully implemented overnight, neither during one year.  However, government is committed to launch the webpage and fill it with the necessary information as well as datasets steadily.

In 2014, the webpage will be launched and the public awareness campaign will be conducted to inform the citizens about the portal, e-request system will be incorporated in the portal as well.  Further, work will continue during the next years to add more information and datasets available in different government agencies.
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