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	Norway



TITLE OF COMMITMENT
	
	 Municipality reform 






DESCRIPTION (up to 200 words)
	
	The Municipalities are the foundation in the Norwegian society. They safeguard four key roles, which are: 

 The main public service provider 
 Democratic forum 
 Local governance 
 Community development 

The Norwegian Government intends to implement a municipality reform to strengthen the role of the municipalities in society. The Government aims to facilitate strong local communities that can set their own path and have responsibility for their own evolvement. The municipalities will be more effective and carry more weight as a regional developer. A central goal is to create municipalities that will be better able to manage unforeseen events and vulnerable groups. A stronger local democracy will give local politicians greater opportunity to develop their society in a desired direction. 
To achieve these goals the Norwegian Government can allocate power and responsibility to the municipalities. Today the Norwegian municipality structure is not adapt to the challenges of the future. The Norwegian Government will therefore facilitate a municipality structure for the future, which can handle new functions and responsibilities. 
The municipality reform will be conducted through open processes, where the framework and schedule is clear for all stakeholders. All stakeholders will be involved in building Norway for the future. The government wants this to be a dynamic process where all parts of society have the opportunity to be involved and take part.
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