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COUNTRY
	Trinidad and Tobago



TITLE OF COMMITMENT
	Building an Open Data approach in the Public Service of Trinidad & Tobago



DESCRIPTION (up to 200 words)
	The Ministry of Public Administration over the past 2 years has taken deliberate steps to make information pertaining to the criteria and award of national scholarships available to the public. Measures implemented include placement of data on social media networks as well as the Ministry’s web site. Stakeholder consultations have been conducted with all returning scholars, school officials and employers to gauge the workings of the programme, as well as to get feedback from the users on what can be done to improve the programme. It was through this engagement that the MPA was able to revise a number of its policies. This included a re-assessment of the Evaluation Framework, content of the Professional Development Programmes and Areas of Study, which was only possible when the data was shared with the public.  Steps were then taken to amend a number of Government policies including – obligatory service requirements of scholars, development needs listing for the country and deferral of service. In keeping with the Open Data principles, the MPA will publish on its website all ministerial appointments. The intention is that the data collected by the Ministry should be released to the public on a regular basis. This data can then be collected, compared and put to a wide range of users. The overall objective is for local entrepreneurs to collaborate with the MPA to build strategies and applications to improve public service delivery and outcomes.
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