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1. Introduction and Background

Republic of Macedonia accessed the global Initiative for Open Government Partnership in 2011. In agreement with the responsibilities for all the countries that accessed this Initiative to submit action plans for the Initiative measures implementation, the Government of the RM adopted the first Action Plan for Open government Partnership on 1st June 2012. Based on the guidelines and responsibilities, in 2013 was prepared the Report on the Action Plan Implementation that along with the independent monitoring mechanism recommendations creates a basis for preparation of the 2014-2016 Second Action Plan for Open Government Partnership, adopted on 20th May 2014 by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 
Over the past years the Republic of Macedonia has achieved a significant progress in the fields contributing to realization of the fundamental principles of the Open Government Partnership. 

A great number of activities have been taken for building a partnership relation with citizens and companies in national policies shaping and creation of the national legislative, strategies and initiatives. Besides their implementation through concrete strategic documents and codes, interactive web portals were opened for the process facilitation, greater transparency   and possibility for creation of views and opinion exchange forums. This approach has always contributed for achieving good results and more quality legislation, and the high priority remains for all mechanisms improvement that guarantees inclusion and partnership relation between institutions and the civil sector as a basis for building a democratic society. 
The Republic of Macedonia has a legislation that guarantees access to information. The legal framework has been appropriately amended for its consistent implementation. A great number of trainings have been conducted for competent people directly involved in the implementation.
Institutions in the Republic of Macedonia publish a wide range of information on their web portals, thus providing openness toward citizens and companies. However, the open data in accordance with the pillars of the Open Government Partnership impose certain standards that should be met additionally. This remains the highest priority of the Partnership, particularly taking into account that open data prioritization mechanisms are to be provided in compliance with the needs of the citizens and companies. 

Over the past years in the Republic of Macedonia have been developed a great number of electronic services aimed for citizens’ access facilitation. The service improvement process and their delivery to citizens and companies are subjects to a permanent advancement and improvement. The citizen takes the central place. For these reasons, besides electronic services, appropriate projects have been developed for determining the citizens’ satisfaction with the delivered services by institutions, as well as a possibility for the administration assessment and making comments on their work. There is a legal framework in the Republic of Macedonia that establishes and standardizes electronic management for improvement of a large number of processes, and the interoperability contributed to further improvement of the administrative procedure consistency and efficacy.  
Further on, there are a great number of activities that have a direct impact on the life quality improvement in a modern and democratic society. However, the commitment remains that it can always be better. 

2. Process of the National Action Plan

Based on the materials provided from institutions bearers of particular measures in September 2013, the Ministry of Information Society and Administration prepared the Report on the 2012-2014 Action Plan implementation following a due consultation (on the e-democracy portal with a direct invitation for comments forwarded to all ICT chambers, citizens and non-government organizations that participated in so far activities concerning the Action Plan for Open Government Partnership). Based on the Report on the 2012-2014 Action Plan implementation and recommendations of the independent monitoring mechanism in December 2013, steps were taken for preparation of the 2012-2014 Action Plan for Open Government Partnership.
The early stage of its preparation defined that preparation of the new plan requires active involvement of all institutions and definition of priorities in accordance with the Initiative for Open Government Partnership, implementation of the measures and their monitoring by the institutions themselves, setting up a working group with nominated representatives from the institutions as contact persons and holders of particular measures in order to show a coordinated approach to measure implementation of the Initiative for Open Government Partnership at the level of all institutions. Accordingly, the Ministry of Information Society and Administration shall further coordinate the monitoring process in the action plan implementation, submission of regular reports at international level and provision of a wide range consultation process in agreement with the guidelines provided for all members states of the global initiative. Therefore, the Ministry of Information Society and Administration started a coordination process for creation of the new 2014-2016 Action Plan with nominated representatives from all institutions bearers of particular measures, as well as with representatives of the civil society, according to the requirements and guidelines of the international global initiative rules for Open Government Partnership. 
In agreement with the established time frame, the consultation process for preparation of the 2014-2016 Action Plan for Open Government Partnership lasted for two months and was conducted on the e-democracy portal, where all suggestions submitted by institutions and the civil sector were published. Also, meetings were held with representatives from institutions and the civil sector for each priority individually, and at the same time, two public meetings were held, and the second one was organized as a workshop where each working group defined measures of the particular priorities. As a result of this extensive consultation process with all relevant state administration bodies, over 40 civil associations and offices of international organizations an embassies in the Republic of Macedonia, the 2014-2016 Action Plan for Open Government Partnership was prepared, and the Government of the RM adopted it on 20th May 2014 and published it on the e-democracy portal. Following its adoption, in June 2014, the Ministry of Information Society and Administration submitted its English version to the International office of the Open Government Partnership in Washington and it was published on the opengovparnetrship.org.
3. IRM Recommendations
Based on the challenges and conclusions established in the 2012-2013 Report on the progress of the Republic of Macedonia, prepared within the independent notification mechanism, in the preparation course of the 2014-2016 Action Plan for Open Government partnership were taken into consideration the main recommendations, such as:
· Preparation of the 2014-2016 Action Plan shall not include expansion of the priority list, but the activities will be directed toward establishment of more concrete and more measurable activities that the institutions identify to be the key for realization of their goals. 
· In order to raise public awareness and create participation and incendiary environment for the stakeholders, the e-democracy portal published the time frame for implementation of the planned activities in preparation of the new plan and scheduled activities for conducting consultations.  (http://e-demokratija.mk/sd_administracija/-/document_library_display/4ugU/view/170268/5502?_110_INSTANCE_4ugU_redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fe-demokratija.mk%2Fsd_administracija%2F%2Fdocument_library_display%2F4ugU%2Fview%2F170268). 
· For implementation of particular measures priorities, the Minister of the Information Society and Administration made a decision for setting up working groups with all factors in the 2014-2016 Action Plan for Open Government Partnership implementation. Each working group has a coordinator, deputy coordinator and members (representatives from relevant institutions and representatives of the civil sector – out of the capital of the RM), to contribute to implementation of the measures of the action plan. Meeting work and dynamics is in competence of the working groups, whereas preparation of quarter reports and carrying out current activities are discussed on meetings at the working group coordinators level, with mandatory invitation for the independent monitoring observer for the Republic of Macedonia. 
4. Implementation of the National Action Plan duties

The Table 1 below provides an overview of the progress and main accomplished results, whereas the Table 2 provides a summary view of the realization for each individual priority of the 2014-2016 Action Plan that is in implementation process. 
Table 1. Overview of the progress and main accomplished results for each individual priority of the 2014-2016 Action Plan that is in implementation process.
	1. Participatory policy creation

	Lead implementing agency
	Ministry of Information Society and Administration and the General  Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Gordana Gapic  Dimitrovska, Coordinator
Vesna Vasileva,  Deputy Coordinator

	Title, Department
	Head of the Unit
Head of the Unit

	E-mail
	gordana.dimitrovska@mioa.gov.mk
Vesna.vasileva@gs.gov.mk


	Phone 
	+389(02)3 200-944

+389(02)33118-022

	Other actors involved 
	Government
	Ministry of Information Society and Administration and the General Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia


	
	CSOs, private sector, working groups, multilaterals  
	Macedonian Center for International  Cooperation  (MCMS),  Research and Policy Creation Center (CIKP), Change Management Center (CUP), ECO-AWARENESS, Institute for  Community Development  (IRZ), IRES, Biosfera – Bitola, Bujrum – Tetovo, Center for Rural Development - Kumanovo,  Center for European Development and Integration – Bitola (CERI), Institute for Economic Strategies and international relations – Ohrid,  Skopje

	Main Objective
	Affirmation and improvement of the established practices for participatory policy creation, supported by the government and public sector.

	Brief description of commitment (140 character limit)
	Strengthening of the relations between the Government and the non-government sector is the key principle for better government and necessary investment in the process of quality policy creation.

	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)

	This commitment contains 10 verifiable and measurable measures that enable progress of the process for participatory policy creation. 
Strengthening of the relations between the Government and the non-government sector is the key principle for better government and necessary investment in the process of quality policy creation. Through the stakeholders participation, the Government has an access to new sources of ideas, information and resources that are important in the process of policy creation and decision making. Affirmation and improvement of the established practices and procedures in policy creation, supported by the government and the public sector are the basis for improvement of the transparency and accountability of the Government to the public. Also, information technology which supports the established procedures in policy creation provides greater openness, timeliness and accountability to the public sector.


	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	One of the most important segments of a transparent government is cooperation with the stakeholders in the process of policy creation, building partnership relation and taking necessary measures in order to stimulate and strengthen their participation. 

Consultations contribute to building mutual confidence, development of a quality democracy and strengthening of the non-government sector capacities.

Specialization of the Single National Electronic Regulation Register (ENER) portal and optimization of the consultation process with the public, result publishing of the independent openness monitoring of government institutions in the processes of policy creation and law drafting by a non-government organization, building capacities of civil organizations for policy implementation monitoring are aimed for the private dialogue improvement  and provision of a greater participation of civil organizations in the process of the government policy creation. 



	

	Completed level

	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1.
Upgrading of the ENER portal and optimization of the public consultation process 

Based on the ENER analysis and the Report with findings and recommendations for further improvement  of the ENER, on 25th December 2014 the new  ENER was put into use, which besides the new design offers modern and practical modules, such as: 

- simple registration (reduced number of data input fields from 10 to 6))

- Four types  of public sector users were fused into one user type named a public user
- new regulation systematization in accordance with the regulations in agreement with the categorization used in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, thus providing easier search for contents; 

-systematically configured period of automatic  posting of comments received by the stakeholders;
- a dialer has been set  to clearly show the day and hour when the consultation process has been completed . This provides greater security for the public users in respect of the time period when it is safest to send their comments; 

-a new ling was introduced (news – automatic notification posting about the start of the law drafting process, announcements  of public debates on PGR draft laws and plans). 
Within this project the ENER is monitored and involvement of the public is assessed in the early stage of the law drafting. Also, starting from June 2014, the  “cooperation” part of ENER has provided a possibility for showing data stemming from the “Government Mirror”  Project.

One of the greatest benefits of the new ENER is its integration with the multi platform system for collaboration with the e-government, thus avoiding draft law submission for a government review and procedure, unless the draft law text has been previously posted on the ENER.
As for the ENER visits, since its establishment in 2009 up to its upgrading in June 2012, there have been a total of 25.122 visits. In the following period by June 2015, there has been an evident growth of  241.281 visits, that is 90,5%.
The ENER promotion activities have been conducted continually, as well as trainings in its use (publication of an ENER pamphlet, guest appearances in TV programs, 3 trainings conducted for 60 civil servants) 



	End date
	September 2015


	Next steps
	Continual monitoring and content quality improvement, accessibility and utilization of this electronic solution, through following the recommendations of the “Government Mirror” Project, and in close cooperation with the ENER users (government and public).

In progress has been preparation of an internal Plan and dynamics for carrying out the ENER promotional campaign directed to several target groups (private sector, non-government sector, citizens, academic community, chambers and associations). This activity will be connected and used for implementation of the Measure 7 “Increased public awareness and use of the participatory policy creation through the e-democracy Internet portal by institutions, companies, chambers, civil society and citizens”.



	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 2. Strengthening of the work rules and the ENER use  

Rules and conditions have been set up in respect of the use of the Single National Electronic Regulation Register (ENER) by already registered user or person that wants to be registered. Following the new ENER introduction and its integration with the multi platform system for collaboration with the e-government in January 2015, the GRM established the procedure, phases and steps for handling the ENER by the Government users. 


	End date
	September 2015


	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 3. “Result publication of the ENER use – the “Government Mirror”
Within the “Government Mirror” Project, the MCMS monitors the practice of draft law posting on the ENER and publishes regular weekly reviews and monthly and quarterly reports. 

The main objective of the project is to increase information and knowledge of the civil organizations and citizens about possibility to demand more accountability from institutions, as well as to contribute for their higher integrity. 

Weekly reviews are published at the beginning of the week and contain information on draft laws published on the ENER in the previous week.

Monthly reviews are published at the beginning of the month and contain data from the previous month as well as information about respect and deviations of the minimum prescribed term for public consultations in the previous month. The quarterly reports are published one month after each quarter period at the latest and are aimed for more detailed analysis of the draft law publishing practices on the ENER.
In the period between 1st July 2014 and 30th June 2015, have been prepared and published 47 weekly reports, 12 monthly and 3 quarterly reports.  An example for the citizen sector’s influence is the “Government Mirror” Project itself. Namely, the conclusions and recommendations of the “Government Mirror” have been taken into consideration for the ENER web site redesign, which contributed for its functional improvement. For example, one of the recommendations in the “Government Mirror” reports in 2014 reads:
“The ministries are required to use the ENER more promptly. The ministries should update the draft law statuses on a regular basis, in order to provide the public with information whether the published regulations are really open for consultations, or the consultation period has been closed and the regulation has entered the assembly procedure”. With the ENER amendments, this recommendation has been accepted and now the ENER can provide the exact remaining consultation period, and when consultations are finished, there is a clear message that the “Time for comments has expired”.
 The reports are available on the following addresses:
http://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/index.php/vesti/sledenje-na-ener/nedelen-pregled.html
http://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/index.php/vesti/sledenje-na-ener/mesechen-pregled.html
http://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/index.php/vesti/sledenje-na-ener/kvartalen-izvestaj.html

	End date
	30th April 2016, with the possibility for its extension


	Next steps
	Continuation of activities


	Additional information
In the forthcoming period,  due to the elections planned for April 2016, might be a delay in the law drafting process  which can result with not complete realization of a part of the project activities.


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 4. Monitoring of the government institutions openness in the policy creation and law drafting processes “Government Mirror: participation of the public in the law drafting processes”

In 2014 was published a comprehensive annual “Government Mirror:  participation of the public in the law drafting processes”. The analysis consists of two parts. The first part presents analyzed results provided in questionnaires sent to the state administration bodies (SAB).  They make an assessment of the SAB in their communication with the public, openness of the law drafting processes in preparation of 27 acts of 12 ministries.  The Report was presented in a promotional  event on 18th November 2014 in the Holliday Inn Hotel in Skopje. The event was attended by representatives of a number of ministries and state institutions, as well as representatives of civil organizations.
The Report is available on: http://www.ogledalonavladata.mk/images/docs/publikacii/analiza-ogledalo-na-vladata-2014.pdf.

	End date 
	30th April 2016, with the possibility for its extension

	Next steps
	Annual report is scheduled for 2015 and it will be published at the beginning of 2016. 



	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 5. “Capacity building of civil organizations for policy implementation monitoring”

Through the LOTOS Project, the Center for Research and Policy Creation has conducted a training for seven researchers from different civil organization dealing at the local level, in respect of methodology application for systematic monitoring of the transparency mechanisms and accountability at the local level. 

The researchers applied this methodology for policy implementation and good governance monitoring in 43 municipalities in Macedonia. The Report with results of the one year monitoring was published in May 2015 and presented to representatives of the municipalities and non-government organizations.  



	End date
	December 2016

	Next steps
	Current carrying out of planned activities

	Additional information (Description of what remains to be achieved and any risks or challenges in implementation of this commitment).

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 6. Raising awareness of the open government partnership benefits: strengthening of the public private dialogue in creation of the OGP measures and building capacities for greater participation of the civil organization in the OGP measures implementation”

Activities have been taken for the OGP  Guide translation, webinars for representatives of the non-government sector and small grants for the NGO awarded by the Center for Research and Policy Creation, and other activities directly that will make a direct contribution to the open government partnership.


	End date
	December 2016

	Next steps
	Intensive activities before and during the consultations, planned for preparation of the next Action Plan for OGP (2016-2018) in order to raise public awareness of the OGP initiative, and include as many factors as possible in creation and implementation of this plan.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 7. “Increased public awareness and use of the participatory policy creation through the e-democracy Internet portal by institutions, companies, chambers, civil society and citizens”.
The e-democracy portal (http://e-demokratija.mk) enables citizens of the Republic of Macedonia to express their views on the Government draft documents (policies, strategies, action plans, etc.) in a simple and easily accessible way, and to be actively included in the decision making process, as well as to submit their suggestions for certain procedures improvement.

The portal provides a total of 237 documents, and in the forum part a debate can be held about 157 topics. As concerns visits to the e-democracy portal, there were 5.020 individual visits to the portal from its establishment in February 2012 up till June 2015.
Presently a pamphlet design has been made aimed for promotion of the possibilities offered by this portal solution and encouragement of the stakeholders for its greater application. Also, affirmation of the e-democracy portal has been continually realized through the ENER promotion activities.
Internal Plan and dynamics are presently being in preparation for conducting a promotional campaign on the electronic consultation tools (e-democracy and ENER), aimed for several target groups (private sector, non-government sector, citizens, academic community, chambers and associations).

	End date
	June 2016


	Next steps
	Publication and distribution of the e-democracy portal pamphlet.


	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 8. “Setting  up of an advisory body for promoting cooperation, dialogue and encouraging development of the civil sector consisting of representatives of the Government, state administration bodies and civil organizations”

In November 2014, the Unit for cooperation with non-government organizations in the General Secretariat of the GRM started consultations with the civil sector following the Draft-decision for setting up an advisory body for promoting cooperation, dialogue and encouraging development of the civil sector electronically through the www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk website. In January 2015  the General Secretariat, Unit for cooperation with non-government organizations, organized  consultative meetings with the civil sector in Bitola, Shtip  and Skopje.

	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	Decision of the GRM for setting up the Advisory Body for promoting cooperation, dialogue and encouraging development of the civil sector 

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.

.
	Measure 9. “Advanced application of the Code of good policies and participation of the civil sector in the policy creating process”
Once a year, in August, the General Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia publishes a call for the civil sector to contribute in preparation of the Work Program of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.

Following the published call, the Unit for cooperation with non-government organizations forwards the initiatives submitted by the civil sector to the competent ministries. 

Initiatives of the civil organizations and responses from the ministries are published on the Unit website www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk. 

The Unit for cooperation with non-government organization prepared the Questionnaire, which was submitted to all competent ministries on 1st July 2015, in order to get information on the consistent application of the Code of good practices and participation of the civil sector in the policy creating process. Based on the results, Information will be prepared for consistent application of the Code of good practices and participation of the civil sector in the policy creating process.
Within the Commitment for Open Government Project, the Center fo Research and Policy Creation (CRPM) will make an analysis about participation of the stakeholders in the policy creating process in the last quart of the year. Presently a data collecting process is being in progress from institution at the central level, and in the meantime, a survey of citizens has been conducted about what the institutions offer and what the citizens use in respect of the pillars of transparency, accountability and participation. This research will show how government policies can encourage greater involvement of citizens and civil organizations in the decision making process. 


	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	Preparation of Information for consistent application of the Code of good policies and participation of the civil sector in the policy creating process and Analysis of the participation of the stakeholders in the policy creating process.


	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 10. Implementation of the measures of the Strategy for cooperation between the Government and the civil sector (2012-2017) and timely updates of the website of the Unit for cooperation with non-government organizations

A Report was prepared on the implemented measures and activities according to the Strategy for cooperation between the Government and the civil sector (2012-2017), which was reconsidered by the Government on 10th March 2015. The Report text was available 15 days for comments by the civil sector through the Internet site of the Unit for cooperation with non-government organizations www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk.


	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	Preparation of Information for consistent application of the Code of good policies and participation of the civil sector in the policy creating process and Analysis of the participation of the stakeholders in the policy creating process.



	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	2. Open data

	Lead implementing agency 
	Ministry of Information Society and Administration

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency 
	Filip Manevski - Coordinator
Nadica Josifovski – Deputy Coordinator
Vladimir Radosavljevic – Deputy Coordinator

	Title, Department
	ICT Adviser
ICT Adviser
Junior Associate

	          E-mail
	Filip.manevski@mioa.gov.mk
Nadica.Josifovski@mioa.gov.mk
vladimir.radosavljevik@mioa.gov.mk


	Phone
	+389(0)2 320-0870

+389(0)2 320-0878

	          Other actors involved 
	Government
	Ministry of Information Society and Administration
Ministry of Education and Science
Ministry of Interior
State Institute of Statistics

	
	CSOs, private sector, working groups, multi laterals 
	Institute of Democracy – Societas Civilis – Skopje 
Internet and Society Foundation – Metamorphosis 
Reactor, observer

	Main objective
	The objective is data used by the public sector to encourage:
· Innovation and creation of new information, contents and applications trough data combination and intersection;

· Creation of new services, job creation and social inclusion;

· Increased accountability and transparency of the public sector; 

· Data quality improvement in the public sector; 

· Development of economy and development of competition, and
· Development of the information society in the Republic of Macedonia.

	Brief Description of commitment (140 character limit)
	Openness of data stemming  from  operations of the public sector bodies and institutions and possibility for simple and easy access to them by the stakeholders guarantee openness and accountability of the institutions toward their citizens. 

 

	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)
	This commitment contains 7 verifiable and measurable measures that enable advancement of the open data concept and their application. Open data publication by the public sector not only contributes to transparency and accountability in operation of the public sector bodies and institutions, but also promotes greater participation of the public in the institutions work, and has a direct impact on improvement of the economic situation in the country through giving the possibility for commercial use of the data.


	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	Any new open data set of institutions (as well as of the Government) increases their transparency and openness toward citizens. The open data provide greater inclusion of the citizens in the Government policy creation and opens a window toward operation of the institutions of the system.

This creates a kind of civilian monitoring of the institutions operation in order to improve services for citizens that they represent. 

Of course, all this requires accurate, timely and consistent data from institutions. Our commitment and ambition is to always provide a greater number of data sets of as good quality as possible. 



	

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1. Open data of the public sector bodies and institutions in accordance with their technical possibilities, created in performance of their competence and available for use 

The Government open data portal www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk  provides a total of 154 data sets from 24 institutions. According to the Article 5 of the Law on Public Sector Data Use, the public sector bodies and institutions are obliged to publish data created in their competence performance and make them available for use. 
However, opening of data sets received through the Government open data portal is mainly a result of the requirements by citizens and private sector.

	End date
	2016

	Next steps
	The Ministry of Information Society and Administration will continue to cooperate with the institutions in identification and opening of their data sets, and will actively promote the open data concept to the public. Citizens’ requirements for new data sets are being actively reviewed and forwarded to appropriate institutions. 

The goal for the next period is opening of new data sets from institutions in a computer readable structured format and gradual phasing out and replacement of the data sets published in a closed format (.pdf, .doc, etc.).



	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results
Specific activities have been included within the notification period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, where possible, please indicate whether there is evidence that citizens have applied the commitment or that the commitment has any effect.
	Measure 2. Establishment of technical normative of the data format and the fashion of their publication is determined by the Minister of information society and administration.
THE RULE BOOK ON MINIMAL TECHNICAL POSSIBILITIES  OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR BODIES AND INSTITUTIONS FOR DATA PUBLICATION AND TECHNICAL NORMATIVE OF THE DATA FORMAT AND FASHION OF PUBLICATION  has been adopted and published on the open data portal. A number of trainings have been conducted for the relevant staff of institutions in order to introduce them to the Rule Book provisions.

	End date
	June 2014

	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.

.
	Measure 3. Creation of a Central Catalogye fo public sector data published for use, based on a data catalogue of the public sector goodies and institutions   www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk
According to the Article 7 of the Law on Public Sector Data Use, the Ministry of Information Society and Administration is obliged to keep a central catalogue of public sector data published for use on the basis of the data catalogue of the public sector bodies and institutions, and to publish it on the www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk. Portal. For that purpose, the public sector bodies and institutions are obliged to submit an electronic catalogue of data they create in performance of their competence and publish them for use, including a date for the data publication (according to data sets) for their use, dynamics and updating level (daily, weekly, monthly or quarterly) and a single link, or a web location to the place where the public sector body or institution publishes the data.
Presently all published data sets on the open data portal are grouped according to the institutions, thus creating a kind of electronic catalogue of the so far published data sets. 



	End date
	2016



	Next steps
	The Ministry of Information Society and Administration actively cooperates with all bodies and institutions in separate catalogue preparation for each institution. Introduction is planned of additional division and grouping of data sets published (or planned for publication) on the open data base portal,  kind of data as well as the industry it concerns. This has been scheduled with the next open data portal update.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 4. Establishment of a contact person database in the public sector bodies and institutions, to specify a person in charge of the technical data adaptation and publication for their use, their publication on the website of the body and responsibility for data catalogue update on www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk.

As a part of the update and modernization process of the Government open data portal (www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk), a working group has been set up with representatives from 11 institutions. In this way the first database has been created of contact persons in the public sector bodies and institutions for the need of the open data project. This list has been expanded in any new institutions that has been included in the project, as well as in institutions that took active part in the trainings on the Law  and Rule Book on Open Data. Presently the database of the contact persons for open data in the public sector bodies and institutions contains all active participants in the process of the data sets identification and their publication. 


	End date
	July 2015

	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 5. Establishment of a possibility for submitting requests by the stakeholders for new data sets available for use

There are a number of channels for submitting requests by the stakeholders for new data sets available for use. The most direct way for this is through the open data portal, that is through the request form for a new data set (http://www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk/Templates/Pages/NewCatalogPage.aspx?page=37).
Here, the request applicants should give their contact information (for physical and legal entities) as well as a brief description of the data required and the institution expected to possess the required data. The applicant should specify in the form and briefly describe the purpose for which data are required (commercial or non-commercial) as well as a give a brief description of the usiness model, application, web service or other content that should stem from the open data use. These requirements are not in any case restrictive for the applicant, but they serve only for internal priority in the requirement procession (a priority is given to requests that can lead to a new application or any kind of new contents).

Another way for submitting open data requests is that the request applicants directly address the Ministry of Information Society and Administration (MISA) or the institution that possesses the required data.  This is similar to the aforementioned procedure, only in this case requests are processed more slowly. 



	End date
	July 2014

	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.
	Measure 6. Establishment of data intersection platform (pilot 11 institutions)

The portal update provides data intersection maximum three data sets published on the portal. This function has been incorporated in the portal and does not require any additional software solutions or licenses for it application. However, intersection is only possible between data sets published as “databases” (structured computer readable format).



	End date
	September 2014

	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.
	Measure 7. Trainings in the Law on Public Sector Data Use

During 2014-2015, a number of group trainings were conducted for key staff in institutions in the Law on Public Sector Data Use, and the Rule Book for technical requirements and open data limitations. Besides the group trainings, the MISA holds regular meetings with institutions on their demand about any issues connected with the Law on Public Sector Use implementation. 

	End date
	July 2015

	Next steps
	/


	3. Freedom of Information

	Lead implementing agency
	Commission for Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency
	Pece Toshevski, Coordinator

Oliver Serafimovski, Deputy Coordinator

	Title, Department
	President of  the Commission for Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information         

Junior Fellow at the Secretariat of the Commission Commission for Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information         

	E-mail
	komspi@komspi.mk; 

pecetashevski@komspi.mk; oliverserafimovski@komspi.mk: 

	Phone 
	02/3118-038; 070/303-739 и 071/229-214

	Other actors involved 
	Government


	Ministry of Information Society and Administration; 

Ministry of Justice; and 

Ministry of Finance

	
	CSOs, private

sector, working

groups,

multilaterals

	Center for Civil Communications;
Open Society Foundation – Macedonia; and

Association of the RM for Women’s Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality (ESE) 

	Main Objective
	Promoting and facilitating the access to information

	Brief description of commitment (140 characters limit)
	Improving the access to public information, awareness of citizens and improving the Law on FAPI is crucial for implementation of the law and constitutional guaranteed right (Article 16 of the Constitution of RM)

	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)


	Implementation of the commitments in the Priority 3. Freedom of information will reduce limitation in the access to information, such as the silence of the administration as a major reason for limitation of the access to public character information, lack of information for citizens as their guaranteed right to access to public information, as the main actors in the commitment implementation, will increase their transparency in work, so that the information they possess will be published on their websites and bulletin boards. In this way the documents they possess will be more easily accessed by citizens, or seekers for information of public character.
The civil sector improves implementation of the Law on FAPI with its activities, conducting trainings for citizens, non-government sector and journalists, and at the same time through designed applicative web solutions that will help citizens to submit requests to information holders more easily for free access to public character information. 



	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	The Commission as the bearer of the Priority 3. Freedom of Information, and as one f the implementators of the Law on FAPI, in future, wants to implement all set objectives for full openness and access to public information possessed by all public information holders, not only through implementation of the Action Plan activities for open government partnership, but also through full implementation of the Law, in a way accessible to the public (Internet website, bulletin board, etc.) – Article 9 of the Law on FAPI.  In this way, the public information holders will be transparent in publishing public information, open for cooperation with the citizens, thus avoiding the administration silence, as a reason for limited access to public information.

	

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 9.  Amendments and supplements to the Law on Free Access to Public Information
· The Ministry of Justice will come out in the next eriod with the need for amendments to the Law on Free Access to Public Information
Measure 4. Regular update and publication of the List of Information by the information holders
· All information holders should publish available information of public character they possess on their web locations


	End date
	 Septeber 2015 – December 2016

	Next steps
	· The need for the Law on FAPI amendment has been established. All proposal amendments have been submitted by to the Ministry of Justice by the working group factors.
· The Commission for the Law on FAPI implementation  conducts regular trainings for responsible and official persons in public information transmission, explaining to official persons how to implement the Law on FAPI, and how to publish and update the List of Information with the information holders (on their web locations or bulletin boards in institutions). The information holders are required to make banners or links on their web locations with all public character information they possess.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1. Raising awareness of the public about their right to free access to public character information through a created and conducted media presentation and educational campaign.

Assistance by journalists and non-government organizations in implementation of the right to free access to public information through trainings – conducted 4 trainings for journalists and the BIRN research journalist network in implementation of the right to free access to public information (Center for Civil Communications)

Measure 5. Access to all public character information on the holders’ web locations

The monitoring of the Internet sites of eighteen public institutions and accessibility assessment of sixteen key documents and information related to operation of the included institutions (work strategy; annual work program; budget calendar; pre-budget statement; civil budget; draft budget and adopted budget; proposed and adopted amendments and supplements to the budget; open format budget documents (xml or excel); monthly reports on the budget realization; final budget balance sheet; audit report; data on the person responsible for public information transmission and a list of public character information) carried out by the ESE Association provided that the major part of the public information holders have not published none of the budget documents or have only published a part of them.

This point to the fact that the list of public character information required by the Law on FAPI is not sufficient to realization of a higher proactivity level (proactive transparency) in the public institutions. Therefore, it is necessary that the information holders post all operation information on their Internet websites. The Commission points out that information consisted in the List of public character information has been determined in the Article 10 of the Law on FAPI and its minimum information cannot be determined.

Measure 7. Enhancement of the cooperation between the Commission and associations of citizens and foundations, and with municipalities in the Republic of Macedonia through memorandums of cooperation 
Memorandums of cooperation will be signed for cooperation with the Open Society Foundation – Macedonia, with the Center of Civil Communications and the ESE Association, in agreement with the OGP Action Plan. 



	End date
	December 2016

	Next steps
	· Continual realization of trainings for journalists in the forthcoming period, in order to acquaint them with the Law on Free Access to Public Information.
· Publication of public character information on the information holders’ web locations is a measure that should be worked on in continuation.
· In the forthcoming period, the Commission will sign Memorandums of Cooperation with the Open Society Foundation-Macedonia, with the Center of Civil Communications and the ESE Association in agreement with the OGP Action Plan, in order to deepen mutual cooperation. 


	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.

.
	 Measure 1. Raising awareness of the public about their right to free access to public character information through a created and conducted media presentation and educational campaign.
·  Eight two-day trainings were conducted in a number of towns for the citizens and representatives of the civil association with participation of 188 people; Three trainings were conducted for the NGO members in Krushevo and Skopje in cooperation with the USAID, the National Institute of Democracy and Young European Federalists, on the following topics: “The right to free access to information”, “Request to free access to information – a tool for the public policies monitoring” (Open Society Foundation – Macedonia).
· Continual news publication related to the transparency and countability of the public institutions  http://www.esem.org.mk/index.php/najznachajni-vesti  and www.fiskalnatransparentnost.org.mk  (The ESE Association)
·     The Commission has visited 6 municipalities, where 6 trainings were conducted for university and high school students in cooperation with the OSCE Mission to Skopje; A training was organized at the Faculty of Security in Skopje on the Law on Free Access to Public Information, with the possibilities it provides for the request for public information, as well as responsibilities and duties for the information holders. In cooperation with the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev” and the Directorate for Personal Data Protection, the Commission conducted three trainings for 24 court presidents, 18 prosecutors from public prosecutor’s offices in the Republic of Macedonia and 46 officers for personal data protection and officials who act upon requests for access to public character information, from courts and public prosecutor’s offices from all appellation regions. Also, four trainings were organized and conducted in cooperation with the OSCE Mission to Skopje. These four trainings are a part of the planned six tranings in agreement with the Memorandum of Cooperation signed between the Commission and the OSCE Mission in Skopje for 2015, which is a four-year continuity of the fruitful cooperation established between the two institutions. The first training was organized in Skopje with participation of official and responsible person from the Skopje municipalities, and the secont Workshop in Gostivar was attended by responsible and official persons from a number of municipalities in the western part of Macedonia. The third one was organized in Shtip with participation of administration representatives from municipalities in the eastern part of the country. The fourth training on education of personal and official persons dealing with public information transmission was organized in Demir Kapija. Also, in accordance with the previously signed Memorandum of Cooperation with the Faculty of Information Sciences and Computer Engineering, in the premises of this higher educational institution, the Commission presented to the studens trainers the constituonally guaranteed right, regulated by the Law on Free Access to Public Information. Representatives of the Commission of Executors and other representatives from a number of judicial power institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, delivered a lecture on the “Practical Implementation of the Law on Free Access to Public Information in terms of Its Realization”.
Measure 3. Creation of a new web location of the Commission

A new web location of the Commission has been created in cooperation with the Ministry of Information Society and Administration, and it has been in function for application by the request applicants and information holders. The website provides all necessary information concerning the Law on FAPI and it has been enriched with new link solutions for the most transparent presentation of the Commission work. 
Measure 6. Advancement of the financial and human resources of the Commission

· The budget of the Commission for Protection of the right to free access to public information has been increased for 500.000,00 denars in the part of salaries, due to the transfer of 5 people into the Commission

Measure 8. Publication of information on the budget and program implementation of the health budgets, with a special focus to the budget and financial implementation of the preventive programs of the Ministry of Health, received through a procedure for free access to  public information www.esem.org.mk
- In agreement with the Measure 8, the Ministry of Health created a new application which provides all necessary public information that are subject to requests for public information by the ESE Association



	End date
	December 2014 – April 2015

	Next steps
	 /

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	4. Prevention and suppression of corruption and promotion of the principles for good management

	Lead implementing agency 
	State Anti-Corruption Commission (SACC)

	Name of responsible person from implementing
	Vladimir Georgiev, Deputy Coordinator

	Title, Department
	State Adviser, Secretariat  of the SACC

	          E-mail
	vgeorgiev@dksk.org.mk

	Phone
	070 342 782

	 Other actors involved 
	          Governmnt
	State Anti-Corruption Commission
Ministry of Justice, other competent institutions and bodies, municipalities

	
	CSOs, private

sector, working

groups,

multilaterals

	Civil organizations:  Center for Research and Policy Creation – CRPM, Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), Coalition – All For a Fair Trial, TI Macedonia, Institute of Economic Stratefies and International Relations Ohrid, Institute of Democracy – Societas Civilis (IDSCS), Internet and Society Foundation – METAMORPHOSIS, UNDP, OSCE

	Main objective
	1. Improvement of the accountability and responsibility of the institutions through arising public administration awareness for reporting illegal or inadmissible behavior 
2. Improvement of transparency, accountability and responsibility of institutions at the central and local level
3. Strengthening of the civil organization capacities and their improved role in monitoring of the institutions’ work and improved overall quality of service delivery


	A brief description of the commitment (140 characters max.)
	Improved transparency, accountability of the institutions, strengthening of the awareness for reporting illegal or inadmissible behaviour and strengthening of the public role and capacities for monitoring the insstitutions’ work.


	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)

.

	The commitment consists of nine measures directed toward increased participation of citizens in the institutions’ work monitoring at the central and local level, that will eventually contribute to strengthening of transparency, accountability and integrity of the state administration.

Individual measures of this commitment are aimed for the open government partnership advancement through establishing a sustainable and continual approach of responsibility and openness of institutions toward the non-government sector and citizens, through building mechanisms for their inclusion in the corruption prevention and promotion of the good principles of management.
Affirmation of the ICT tools provides better interacation between municipality bodies and citizens, and also contributes for further advancement of transparency and accountability of municipalities. 



	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	Measures determined in this commitment, individually and as a whole, provide advancement of openness in instsitutions at the central and local level through a torough inclusion of the public in the policy creation and good management, integrity and prevention from corruption risks.

Legal regulation of systematic  instsitutional protection of persons who report suspicion of illegal conduct (whistleblowers protection), will encourage the public administration employees and citizens to report this kind of conducts.
 Establishment of the Register of elected and appointed persons and its publication on the website of the SACC, will allow the public to have access to information on all elected and appointed persons by the Assembly of the RM, the Government of the RM, judicial authorities and local self-government. 
Innovative tools for openness and responsibility (through IT tools, responsibility, transparency and accountability index, and integrity index of the municipalities) are in function for creating a responsive culture of the administration and participation of citizens in promotion and assessment of the municipalities work. 

Definition of the methodology for corruption risk assessment as improvement of the integrity concept of institutions is in direction of strengthening of already established public internal financial control, as well as other responsibilities of the institutions regulated by the Law on Introduction of Quality Management System and Comon Assessment Frame (CAF), will contribute for public responsibility strengthening. 
Of a particular importance is capacity building of civil organizations for monitoring work of institutions at he central and local level, making thematic researches and conference and workshop organization.



	

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1. Amendments to the Law on Corruption Prevention in respect of integrity system introduction  in the public and private sector and introduction of a systematic protection of persons who have reported suspicion or evidence of illegal or inadmissible behaviour  - whistleblowers 

In August, the Ministry of Justice set up a working group to deal with preparation of the new legal solution version for introduction of institutional system for whisteleblowers protection.

	End date
	October 2015

	Next steps
	Consultations with the Council of Europe and the EC about the legal solution for introducing institutional system for whistleblowers protection – November 2015

Establishment of the whistblowers protection mechanism - 2016

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 2. Implementation of activities for raising awreness of the public administration and citizens in respect of reorting corruption and other illegal or inadmissible behaviour
In organization of the TI Macedonia, in April 2015 was organized a workshop within the project “Whistleblowers representation and protection, with inclusion of media and civil society”. 
According to the TI Macedonia information, within this project, an analysis has been made of the legal framework for whistleblowers protection in the Republic of Macedonia and a comparative analysis with the countries in the region. Billboards have been placed at three locations in Skopje titled “For Whistleholders Protection”. Also, two research journalist stories were published. The purpose of their publication was to arise public awareness of the whistleholders role and consequences they suffer for reporting illegal or inadmissible behaviour. 


	End date
	2016

	Next steps
	The adoption of the legal solution for a system institutional whistleblowers protection will be followed by activities for raising reporting awareness. 

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 3. Introduction of the integrity system guidelines and their further piloting in municipalities and institutions at the central level

In November 2014, the SACC, ALSGU (Affiliation of the local self-government units) and UNDP jointly organized a public debate on the topic of integrity, transparency and accountability at the loval level, with participation of a large number of municipalities and NGO sector representatives. The purpose of the debate was to present practices and challenges in the integrity concept introduction and to discuss the role of the civil society in the ICT toll application for promotion of transparency and accountability at the local level. 

The topic of integrity, transparency and accountability at the local level, as a possibility for application of the IC technologies, innovations and open data in promotion of transparency and accountability, was a part of the World Anti-Corruption Day observation (9th December 2014) in a joint organization of the SACC, ALSGU and UNDP, and the annual SACC conference on realization of the 2011-2015 State Program for corruption prevention and suppression and interest collision, held in March 2015.
As a part of the integrity concept, the SACC in cooperation with the UNDP continued during 2014 and 2015 with promotion of signing anti-corruption policy/integrity policy at the local level. So far, 47 municipalities have signed anti corruption policy.


	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	The final objective is that all municipalities sign anti-corruption policy/integrity policy as the first step in further activities for introducing the integrity concept at the local level.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 4. Definition of the methodology for corruption risk assessment as improvement of the integrity concept

Activities have been in process for introduction of Corruption Risk Assessment, takeng into consideration already established system of public internal financial control, as well as responsibilities of the institutions determined by the Law on Introduction of Quality Management System and Comon Assessment Frame (CAF)

In October 2014, the OSCE Mission to Skopje in cooperation with the SACC conducted three regional two-day trainings for representatives of the local self-government units (internal auditors and/or heads of the Budget and Finance Sector), as contact persons in working groups for proposing risk detecting measures and ways to overcome them. The trainings realized two elements of the integrity concept:
· Training and strengthening of the internal audit function in the local self-government units

· Development of strategies for corruption risk management

The trainings included 35 persons from 20 local self-government units with already established functional units for internal auditors within the municipal administration. The covered topics in the trainings were an introduction to the integrity model, and elements of the risk assessment process, steps in the corruption risk assessment process, definition of the processes in the local self-government units, creation of a map of processes, risk assessment methodology, making a risk ranking list, definition of the risk control measures, definition of the structure and supplements to the risk management strategy.


	End date
	2016

	Next steps
	Continuation of activities 

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 5. Preparation of a methodology for monitoring progress of the integrity systems (integrity index) in the local self-government units

For realization of this measure, in November 2014,  the SACC in cooperation with the UNDP drew up two index form questionnaires.

The first index consists of 45 questions for assessment of the municipality responsibility, transparency and accountability degree in the fields of public procurements, financial management, urban planning and participation of citizens in consultations and in the decision making process.  In the first phase the index was sent to 15 pilot municipalities. The logistic support and analysis of the questionnaires was realized by the CRPM.
The second index contains 14 groups of questions in agreement with the integrity concept, including questions related to openness. The integrity index was submitted to 81 municipalities. The logistic support was provided through the Affiliation of the local self-government units (ALSGU), Center for Research and Policy Making (CRPM)and seven government organizations (GOs). A small number of municipalities sent their feedbacks, which imposes the need for additional index promotion. 
 

	End date
	2016

	Next steps
	Additional adaptation of the responsibility, transparency, accountability and integrity indexes and their further promotion in municipalities.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 7. Continual promotion of the IT tool application for social responsibility in municipalities and other institutions

In 2014, a a part of the initiative for integrity promotion at the local level and better social responsibility, the UNDP designed the “Open Municipality” tool for better interaction between municipalities and citizens, and for promotion of transparency, openness and accountability at he local level. The tool was initially applied in 5 municipalities, and later on in additional 10 municipalities.  

The purpose of this initiative is to allow citizens to express their views on a municipality work in respect of openness, accountability and affability of the municipal administration. By expessing their views, citizens can make an impact on the service quality in municipalities. The tool is based on IC technology, and “touchscreens” have been installed in municipalities, where citizens can give answers to a questionnaire and express their views on the municipality openness and accountability by a simple touch of the screen 
Municipalities have a responsible person available for any questions by citizens. These questionnaires are available on the Internet, through: http://www.moja-opstina.mk/. 
This tool builds on several previous initiatives for developing ICT-based tools for social responsibility, designed by the non-government sector, and implemented in cooperation with the municipalities.  For example, the “My Priority” ICT tool was implemented in the Municipality of Veles by the FOCUS non-government organization. It is about further promotion of the innovative tools based on IC technology for interaction improvement between the local authorities and citizens. 
The citizens’ feedback will be used to improve the integrity system by taking into account views of the citizens and appropriate reaction by the municipal administration in order to provide better openness, transparency and accountability.

	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	Continuation of activities

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 8. Capacity building of civil organizations for monitoring anti-corruption practices at the local level through a research and the LOTOS study

Through the LOTOS project, the Center for Research and Policy Making (CRPM) conducted training for seven researches from different organizations dealing at the local level, in respect of the methodology application for systematic monitoring of transparency and accountability mechanisms at the local level. The researches applied this methodology for implementation monitoring of policies for better management in 43 municipalities in Macedonia. The Report on the one-year monitoring, as the first systematic review of the good management at the local level, was published by the CRPM in May 2015 and was presented to the municipality representatives and non-government organizations. Link to the provided results: http://lotos.crpm.org.mk/#/


	End date
	/

	Next steps
	/

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 9. Definition of the elected and appointed persons who are obliged to submit a completed questionnaire about their properties and an interest statement – preparation of the Register

In June 2015, the Law on amendments and supplements to the Law on Corruption Prevention was adopted. The amendmends provided determination of the SACC competence in establishing and keeping a Register of elected and appointed persons. The purpose of the Register is to create a central data base of all elected and appointed persons in the Republic of Macedonia and data publication on the SACC website. Also, the Register will provide a systematic and continual inspection of the property and interests of elected and appointed persons by the SACC. 
The SACC adopted in July 2015 the Data Form for elected and appointed persons and the Rules on the content, form and fashion of keeping the Register of elected and appointed persons. 

	End date
	2016

	Next steps
	Creation of ICT solution for the Register database and a web application for the Register data publication on the SACC website. 

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	5. Efficient public resource management (fiscal transparency)

	Lead implementing agency 
	Ministry of Finance (MF), Ministry of Health (MH), Secretariat for European Affairs (SEA)

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency 
	Ljubica Jovcevska (MF), Anka Georgievska (MH), Aleksandar Danailov and Biljana Drijovska (Public Procurement Bureau – PPB), Dzeladin Lokmani (SEA), Marijana Pavlovska (Agency for Foreign Investments)

	Name, Unit
	

	          E-mail
	ljubica.jovceska@finance.gov.mk, anka.georgievska@zdravstvo.gov.mk, xheladin.Llokmani@sep.gov.mk, aleksandar.danailov@bjn.gov.mk, biljana.drijovska@bjn.gov.mk, mirce.mirkoski@bjn.gov.mk, goran.bogdanovski@bjn.gov.mk, marijana.pavlovska@investinmacedonia.com, gfilkov@ccc.org.mk, dantik@esem.org.mk, bpavlovski@esem.org.mk, blagica.korovin@sep.gov.mk

	Phone
	

	Other actors involved 
	Government
	All institutions (in consultation with the Public Procurement Bureau), the Agency of Foreign Investments

	
	CSOs, private

sector, working

groups,

multilaterals

	Center of Civic Communication
Center for Research and Policy Making
Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women in the RM

Institute of Democracy – Societas Civilis - Skopje

	Main objective
	Improving fiscal transparency

	Brief description of commitment (140 character limit)
	Pulbication of open format budget documents 

Publication and narrative explanation of the health programs realization. Publication of standardized information on public procurements on web sites of the contracting parties.
Publication of data on foreign investment and foreigh aid  in order to provide greater transparency

	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)
	Accountability and transparency of institutions in respect of public money expenditure is of great relevance, and in respect of provided foreigh aid and incoming foreign investments, through bringing all these data closer to the general public, as well as greater transparency in the public procurement procedures. 

	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	· Continual publication of open format budget documents
· Continual publication and narrative explanation of health programs realization. 

· Continual publication of standardized information on public procurement procedures on  websites of the contracting parties.
· Continual publication of data on foreign investments and foreign aid in order to provide greater transparency

	

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1. Implementation of the open budget initiative

a) In June 2015, the Ministry of Finance published the XML format of the 2015 Budget of the RM on its official website, besides its PDF format published at the beginning of the year. Also, for the first time in July 2015, the ful verson of the 2014 Budget Balance Sheet was published (both general and separate part were published)

b) Activities connected with preparation of the Civil Budget in the Ministry of Finance started at the beginning of the year and are still in progress. Naimly, the Ministry published a call for a public procurement that was followed by selection of the most favorable bidder. Also, the first draft version was prepared which is still in progress.
c) The Ministry of Health held a meeting in July with representatives of the Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women in the RM, where they came to the agreement that the Ministry of Health should prepare by the end of August 2015 the first version of the reports for each health program, that are to be considered in a joint meeting scheduled for the first half of September 2015.

	End date
	The end of 2015

	Next steps
	The Ministry of Finance shall publish Amendments and Supplements to the Budget of the RM for 2015 on its official website in the XML format.
The Ministry of Finance shall publish the Civil Budget for 2015

The Ministry of Health shall publish reports on the health programs realization

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 2. Public  procurements
The Public Procurement Bureau held a meeting in July 2015 with the Centar for Civic Communications with participation of representatives of the Commission for Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information, the Ministry of Finance, City of Skopje and ELEM AD Skopje, as major contracting parties. It was agreed in the meeting  that all contracting parties are recommended to  provide free access to following data on their websites, as concerns implementation of the procedures for making public procurement contracts:
- Publication of the Public Procurement Plan, as well as the amendments and supplements to the Plan during the year,
- publication of the  ad for bidders – posting a link to the ad published on the ESPP ( a web-based system, simple and user-friendly)
- Publication  of a notification for a concluded contract – posting  a ling to the ESPP notification, and
- publication of a notification for a realized contract – filling in such notification on the ESPP and posting an access ling to it.

	End date
	The end of 2015

	Next steps
	The Public Procurement Bureau adopted the Third Report on the AP for OGP recommendations in the meeting in July and forwarded it to the contracting parties in order to start implementations of the recommendations

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 3. Foreign aid and foreign investments

a) The competent sector for marketing and communication in the Agency for Foreign Investments and Export Promotion contacted in July the Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women in the RM, in order to fix a meeting term where foreign investment data would be defined to be published on their websites.

After suggesting a term, the Association did not receive any feedback from the Agency

b) The Association submitted a request to the Secretariat for European Affairs in January 2015, for publishing data related to the funds that the Ministry of Health has received from the Kingdom of Netherlands trhough the ORIO Program in the Central Database of foreign aid to the Government of the RM (this was agreed in the working group meeting on the priority 5 in January 2015). By September 2015, there hasn not been any feedback from the Secretariat concerning the procedure itself, and data connected with this project have not been published yet.  Also, the Secretariat for European Affairs has not had a meeting with the Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women in the RM, as concerns the conclusions 5 and 6 of the Draft Minutes of the 79th Session of the Government of the RM (Item 93), held on 15th June 2015.

	End date
	The end of 2016

	Next steps
	The Agency for Foreign Investments and Export Promotion and the Secretariat of European Affairs of the RM to hold meetings with the Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women in the RM connected with publishing foreing investment and foreign aid data by the end of 2015.

	Additional information (Description on what remains to be achieved

and any risks or challenges to implementing the commitment.)


	6. Opennes at the local level

	Lead implementing agency 
	Ministry of Local Self-Government

	Name of responsible person from implementing agency 
	Eli Chakar

	Title, Department
	State Adviser for policy communication of the Ministry

	          E-mail
	elicakar@gmail.com

	Phone
	071 226 415

	Other actors involved

	Government
	Ministry of Information Society and Administration,

Directorate for Personal  Data Protection,

Commission for Free Access to Public Information,

Municipalities

	
	CSOs, private

sector, working

groups,

multilaterals

	Affiliation of the local self-government units (ALSGU),

UNDP,

Forum Coordinater Unit

Center for Research and Policy Making,

Center for Civic Communications,

Association for Roma Community Development in the Republic of Macedonia, SUMNAL,

Center for Europeand Development and Integration – Bitola
Educational Humanitarian Organization – Shtip

Green-Power – Veles

Institute for Economic Strategies and Inernational Relations – Ohrid, 

Institute of Democracy – Societas Civilis – Skopje

Internet and Society Foundation – Metamorphosis 


	Main objective
	Promotional and facilitating environment at the local level (built administrative capacities in municipalities and developed procedures and innovative tools) for simpler and more predictable acces to public character information, instutionalized way of communication and consultation with citizens, as well as created minimum transparency standards for all municipalities.



	Brief description commitment (140 character limit)
	Strengthening of the administrative capacities and development of mechanisms and innovative tools for better management, in order to ensure transparency, accountability, public participation and inclusion at the local level 



	Relevance

Briefly describe the way

in which this commitment

is relevant to further

advancing OGP values

of access to information,

public accountability, civic

participation, and technology

and innovation for openness

and accountability. (A

detailed description of these

values is available in the OGP

Values Guidance Note.)


	The decentralization process in the Republic of Macedonia has been encircled with a transfer of a numeral substantial competences at the local level. Citizens can exercise all their fundamental living and social needs in the municipalities. For these reasons, it is necessary to create conditions for citizens’ inclusion in the decision making processes at the local level through a greater openness of the municipalities (information, communication and consultations with citizens, provided by the local authorities).
In the past decade, the accent was placed on capacity strengthening for better service delivery, as well as on ensuring appropriate funding sources. Based on the made analysis and research of the citizens’ percepcion, the 2015-2020 Program for Sustainable Local Development and Decentralization points out the need for citizen’s participation promotion in matters of local competence, building partnerships between the local authorities and civil society, implementation of joint projects. 
1. One of the specific goals is the participatory management at the local level, and activites promoted for this aim are: establishment of instruments for cooperation promotion between the self-government units (SGU) and the civil sector, establishment of appropriate administrative structures at the local level for conducting consultative processes, strengthening of the SGU capacities for determining the consultation process procedures and their implementation.



	Ambition

Briefly describe the intended

policy results of the

commitment and how it will

either make government more

open or improve government

through more openness.

	1. Definition of the minimum transparency standards at the local level,

2. Communication institutionalization between the local authorities and citizens with application of new innovative  forms,
3. Development of new institutional forms of cooperation between the local authorities and citizens (CO),
4. Introduction of procedures and new tools for implementation of the mandatory  consultation process with citizens,

5. Transformation of a part of local services into e-services, in order the achieve greater efficacy, transparency and accountability,
6. Strengthening of administrative and technical capacities at the local level in order to ensure greater openness and accountability toward citizens.


	

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 1. Development of capacities at the local level for proactive communication with citizens

· The civil organization Center for Research and Policy Making, in partnership with the organizations CEDI Bitola, EHO Shtip, ZLRR Bogovinje, Bujrum Kriva Palanka, LDA Struga and Green Power Veles, made an in-depth research of the municipalities in eight planning regions in the Republic of Macedonia. The results were published in the LOTOS Study – transparency, accountability and responsibility at the local level, ad the first systematic review on the way how the good management principles incorporated in laws have been practiced by the municipalities in their relation with citizens, with mediation of the NGOs. The ultimate goal is to strengthen capacities of the civil sector for monitoring the anti-corruption measurs implementation at the local level.
· The civil organization FORMU, within a project funded by the EU, conducted monitoring of the participatory budgeting in all 80 municipalities. A monitorin methodology has been prepared in order to help the local administration and authorities master certain skills and become aware of the need and benefit of the participatory budget creating.

· Administrative capacities of the municipalities, as well as civil organizations, have been continually strengthened through the Forum Program in the communities, whose implementation will continue up to 2017. So far, in the period 2006-2014, through organization of 95 forum sessions in 59 municipalities, the municipal administration had the opportunity to carry out a wide range consultative process for determining the budget and project priorities. In 2015, a special training was organized for the local administration in the participatory budgeting.


	End date
	In continuation
· Preparation of a Program for the municipality capacity strengthening 

· Organization and realization ot a training for trainers

· Preparation of a curriculum and materials for the training

· Implementation of the Training Program and Plan



	Next steps
	In accordance with the 2015-2020 Program for Local Development and Decentralization, the Ministry of Local Self-Government estimates that a capacity assessment should be made in all municipalities, and training should be organized and conducted in the new communication and consultation tools application. The main risk is provision of funds and time frame for realization of all planned activities by June 2016.

	Additional information 

Activities will be implemented in continuation within the next action plan.

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 2. Establishment of electronic platform (dashboard) with budget indicators and local services delivery

In the Municipality of Gevgelija, through the UNDP project, the E-Platform has been established for presenting key indicators in the environment protection.

	End date
	June 2016

	Next steps
	· Analysis of the available local statistics, relevant documents and legislation, and identification of the formal and administrative frame for management of the process for electronic platform prototype creation.

· Preparation of relevant indicators for the municipality budget (Civil budget – budget allocation to budget users and other indicators) and publication of the Draft Budget, the Budget and the Status of the Budget Realization.
· Making a list of relevant indicators of the local services.
· Analysis and mapping of the key stakeholders – factors for each service and preparation of a Plan for their involvement.
· Making a joint design (together with the stakeholders) of an electronic platform prototype (dashboard) with indicators for delivery of one ore more local level services.
· Preparation of a User Manual and Manual for Platform Maintenance.

	Additional information 

Upgrading of the electronic platform model that will place information about services in the municipality, as well as about the budget and its realization.
Provision of adequate budget, as well as the timeframe for realization of all planned activities by June 2016 might be at risk.
If the planned activities are not realized in the scheduled time period, they will be continued within the next Action Plan. 

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 3. Establishment of institutional forms of cooperation between the local authorities and citizens (CO) in order to provide quality services

· In three planning regions, the Vardar, the Polog and the Northeast region, inclusive development networks have been established, as an institutional form of cooperation between the public sector, business community and civil organizations dealing in the planning region municipalities.

· The development center of the Vardar planning region, with support of the UNDP, organizes the “Partnership Day” – a regular annual event with participation of the local authorities, business community and civil sector.
· In 57 municipalities the instrument for citizens’ consultations “Forums in the Communities” has been incorporated in the Municipality Statute as a mandatory form of consultation. This activity has been carried out within the Forums in Communities project, financed by the Suisse Development Agency, and coordinated by the ALSGU.


	End date
	June 2016

	Next steps
	· Establishment of inclusive development networks in all eight planning regions

· Statutes of all municipalities should envisage a form of mandatory consultation



	Additional information
Networks for inclusive development are to be established in five planning regions.

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 4. Transformation of a part of local services into e-services
· A research has been made of the needs and possibilities of the local self-government units for transformation of a part of local services into e-services

· Office review of documents – a comprehensive analysis of the relevant documents and data of implemented projects, laws and by-laws, strategic documents at the national, international and local level.  Besides, with the help of this tool, the Inventory of existing local level services has been made, through an analysis of laws and by-laws that regulate the right of the municipalities to deliver concrete local services. In parallel, the office review also covered a breakdown of e-services available on the municipalities’ websites, in order to assess the existing utilization degree of this tool and differences among the local self-government units. 
· Field visits to the pilot-municipalities –  visits to five municipalities, three urban and two rural municipalities (Karposh, Tetovo, Veles, Dojran and Cheshinovo-Obleshevo) selected by the UNDP and the Ministry of Local Self-Government.  The purpose of these visits was to make an in-depth analysis of the existing municipal services and capacities for introducing new e-services in their municipality.
· A survey research – A structured questionnaire was prepared and submitted to all self-government units in the Republic of Macedonia, and answers were received from 37 local self-government units. The questionnaire was aimed for collecting information on the existing e-services at the local level, their experiences with the e-services and their needs and expectations as concerns future services. The Survey was also benefitial in respect of municipality capacities examination for transformation of the existing services into e-services.
· Consultative events - Three workshops were organized inorder to check methodological approach and findings of the office and terrain research. All relevant institutions and factors at the national and local level took part in the consultative events, including companies and non-government sector.

	End date
	June 2016

	Next steps
	· Designing of interactive web solutions. 

·  Evaluation of the efficacy and efficiency degree in respect of service preparation and delivery, both from the quantity and quality aspect.


	Additional information 

Provision of adequate budget, as well as the timeframe for realization of all planned activities by June 2016 might be at risk.

If the planned activities are not realized in the scheduled time period, they will be continued within the next Action Plan.

	Completed level


	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial
	Completed

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of the results

Include specific activities within the reporting period (first or second year of the Action Plan), and, wherever possible, please indicate whether there has been of members of the public using the commitment has had an effect.


	Measure 5. Participatory policy making at the local level – creation of procedures for conducting mandatory consultation and application of the innovative tools

In the period 2006-2014, organization of 95 forum sessions in 59 municipalities provided possibilities for the municipal administration to carry out a wide range consultative process for determining budget and project priorities. The forums in communities are an accepted model for consultation in 57 municipalities. 

	End date
	In continuation

	Next steps
	Creation of transparency standards at the local level

Preparation of procedures for the consultative process implementation

	Additional information 

Provision of adequate budget, as well as the timeframe for realization of all planned activities by June 2016 might be at risk.
If the planned activities are not realized in the scheduled time period, they will be continued within the next Action Plan.


Table 2. Summary of the realization level for each individual priority in the 2014-2016 Action Plan, whose implementation is being in progress
Out of the total of 44 measures of the Action Plan whose implementation is being in progress, 11 measures have been fully completed, 18 have substantial level of realization, 13 are at the limited level and 2 measures are expected to start by the end of 2015. 
	PRIORITY AND MEASURES
	COMPLETED LEVEL
	END DATE

	

	Not started
	Limited
	Substantial 
	Completed
	

	01.М1 Advancement of the ENER portal and optimatization of the public consultation process
	
	
	
	
	September 2015

	01.М2 Strengthening of the rules for work and application of the ENER 


	
	
	
	
	September 2015

	01.М3 Publication of the application results of the ENER – “Government Mirror”
	
	
	
	
	30th April 2016 with a possibility for its prolongation 

	01.М4 Monitoring of the government institutions openness in the policy creating processes and law drafting “Government Mirror: participation of the public in the law drafting processes”
	
	
	
	
	30th April 2016 with a possibility for its prolongation 

	01.М5 Capacity building in civil organizations for the policy implementation monitoring
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	01.М6 Raising awareness of the open government partnership benefits
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	01.М7 Increased public awareness and implementation of the participatory policy creation through the e-democracy poral by institutions, companies, chambers, civil society and citizens 
	
	
	
	
	  June 2016

	01.М8 Setting up a consultative body for promotion of cooperation, dialogue and fostering development of the civil sector, consisting of representatives of the Government, state administration bodies and civil organizations
	
	
	
	
	In continuation

	01.М9 Advanced implementation of the Code of Good Practices for the civil sector participation in the policy creating process
	
	
	
	
	In continuation 

	01.М10 Implementation of the measures of the Strategy for Cooperation between the Government and Civil Sector (2012-2017) and timely update of the website of the Unit for Cooperation with Non-Government Organizations  
	
	
	
	
	In continuation

	02.М1 Open data provided by the public sector bodies and institutions in accordance with their technical possibilities, created within their competence and made available for use
	
	
	
	
	2016

	02.М2 Establishment of technical norms for the data format and the way of their publication by the Minister of information society and administration
	
	
	
	
	2015

	02.М3 Creation of a Central Public Data Catalogue with public sector data published for use on the basis of the data catalogue of the public sector bodies and institutions on the www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk
	
	
	
	
	2016

	02.М4  Establishment of contact person database, with names of contact persons in the public sector bodies and institutions responsible for technical adjustment and publication of data for use, their publication on the website of the body and responsible for the data catalogue updates on   www.otvorenipodatoci.gov.mk
	
	
	
	
	2015

	02.М5 Creation of possibility for submitting a requirement application by stakeholders for new data set use
	
	
	
	
	2015

	02.М6 Establishment of a platform for data intersection (pilot 11 institutions)
	
	
	
	
	2015

	02.М7 Trainings on the Law on Public Sector Data Use implementation
	
	
	
	
	2014

	03.М1 Raising public awareness of the right to free access to public character information through a created and conducted media presentation and educational campaign
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	03.М2 Education of official and responsible persons of the information holders
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	03.М3 Designing a new web location of the Commission
	
	
	
	
	December 2014 – April 2015

	03.М4 Regular publication and updating of the information holders’ List of information
	
	
	
	
	September 2015 – December 2016

	03.М5 Access to all public character information on the web locationsof the information holders
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	03.М6 Advancement of the financial and human resources in the Commission
	
	
	
	
	December 2014 – April 2015

	03.М7 Increased cooperation of the Commission with civil associations and foundations, as well as with the municipalities in the RM through memorandums of cooperation
	
	
	
	
	December 2016

	03.М8 Publication of information and health budget program implementation, with a special focus on the budget and financial implementation of the preventive programs of the Ministry of Health, received through a procedure for free access to public character information www.esem.org.mk
	
	
	
	
	December 2014 – April 2015



	03.М9 Amendments and supplements to the Law on Free Access to Public Information 
	
	
	
	
	September 2015 – December 2016

	03.М10 Setting up an inter-ministerial group for determination and harmonization of the Council of Europe Convention on access to public documents and establishment of national legislative conditions for acceding to the Convention
	
	
	
	
	September 2015 – December 2016

	04.М1 Drafting law amendments
	
	
	
	
	 October 2015

	04.М2 Carrying out activities for raising awareness of the public administration and citizens of the possibility for reporting corruption and other illegal or inadmissible behavior. 
	
	
	
	
	   2016

	04.М3 Introduction of guidelines for the integrity system and their further piloting in the municipalities and institutions at the central level
	
	
	
	
	In continuation

	04.М4 Definition of the corruption risk assessment methodology as the integrity concept upgrade
	
	
	
	
	2016

	04.М5 Preparation of a methodology for progress monitoring in the integrity system introduction (integrity index) in the local self-government units 
	
	
	
	
	2016

	04.М6 Preparation of a methodology for progress monitoring in the integrity system introduction by the civil society
	
	
	
	
	2016

	04.М7 Continual promotion of the ICT tools application for a social responsibility in municipalities and other institutions
	
	
	
	
	In continuation

	04.М8 Building capacities of civil organizations for monitoring anti-corruption practices at the local level through the LOTOS research study
	
	
	
	
	  2015

	04.М9 Defining the scope of the elected and appointed persons who are obliged to submit declarations of assets and interests statement - Preparation of the Register
	
	
	
	
	2016

	05.М1 Implementation of the open budget initiative
	
	
	
	
	The end of 2015

	05.М2 Public procurements
	
	
	
	
	The end of 2015

	05.М3 Foreign aid and foreign investments
	
	
	
	
	The end of 2016

	06.М1 Development of capacities at the local level for application of the mechanisms for proactive communication with citizens
	
	
	
	
	In continuation

	06.М2 Establishment of electronic platform (dashboard) with budget indicators and local service delivery
	
	
	
	
	  June 2016

	06.М3 Establishment of institutional forms of cooperation between the local authorities and citizens (CO) for quality service delivery
	
	
	
	
	 June 2016

	06.М4 Transformation of a part of local services into e-services
	
	
	
	
	 June 2016

	06.М5 Participatory policy creation at the local level
	
	
	
	
	In continuation


5. Conclusion, other initiatives and next steps

As a general conclusion it is good to point out that we are satisfied with the way in which the 2014-2016 Action Plan for Open Government Partnership was developed and how its measures were implemented in the first year. The attained experience with the first action plan, recommendations from the independent monitoring mechanism, direct contact with representatives of the civil sector and involvement of the relevant government institutions contributed for improvement of our work and the quality of the document that is presently being implemented. 

The midterm self-assessment provided that a part of the measures in individual priorities have not been completely realized. However, the conclusion is that there is a significant progress in achievement of the goals established in the Action Plan. Taking into account the fact that by the end of this year we are entering a new cycle of preparations for the third national action plan, it is important to note that the Government, together with the representatives of the civil sector, remains committed to do much more for the open government partnership.
Our next action plan should be published in June 2016, and the Report and recommendations of the independent monitoring mechanism which is expected to be published by the end of the year, with the results of the current plan implementation and results of the planned work meetings with representatives of the government and civil sector, will help us in the efforts to improve the goals and commitments for open government in the Republic of Macedonia. 
1

