Request for Expressions of Interest
Facilitating the OGP Co-Creation Process for Ambitious Action Plans
Notes from REI Webinars


Overview

The Open Government Partnership Multi-Donor Trust Fund was established to support OGP countries in delivering impact. The OGP MDTF seeks to work with reformers on the ground, to enhance country capacity to implement open government commitments, improve the knowledge base on the impact of government reforms, and provide support to the OGP Support Unit.

In the first cohort of co-creation awardees in 2018, the OGP MDTF selected nine countries that demonstrated innovative approaches to broadening the base of engagement in the Action Plan process. The second round, while focusing support on fewer awards, has demonstrated a stronger focus on the co-creation process beyond inclusion to reflect how inclusion would translate into commitments, and how to strengthen the commitment prioritization process. In both rounds, the MDTF sought to find a regional spread of awards. 

Building on lessons learned from these two rounds, the OGP MDTF is shifting focus towards creating more ambitious reforms, deepening dialogue in the country, supporting a well formulated prioritization process, sustaining engagement in monitoring and implementation, and working closely in coalitions and with the government. All activities presented in these areas much aim to achieve concrete results.

The OGP MDTF expects to select around 3-4 countries for this award, for up to $60,000 per award. Applicants are reminded that they must work together with civil society and government in the MSF, and only one organization endorsed by the MSF should apply per country. Applicants are encouraged to apply as part of a coalition or consortium with complementary expertise with one leading applicant. This includes bringing in thematic or technical experts to help with activities that the lead applicant might not specialize in, as this will only strengthen and widen the co-creation process. 

There is a two-phased selection process. First, the Request for Expressions of Interest (REI) phase will evaluate each organization’s experience in open government and OGP. The OGP MDTF is looking for credible organizations that have worked with key open government players in the country and have the relevant experience and staff to support the implementation of the award. The Terms of Reference is the key document that specifies the details of the award and provides the EOI form. 

The second phase, the Request for Proposal (RFP), will identify shortlisted organizations to submit full proposals with well-articulated and creative ideas on how the award will help them develop more ambitious Action Plans and conduct a co-creation process different from past cycles. 

Applicants are encouraged to register with the World Bank Corporate Procurement website well ahead of the deadline, and to submit their EOI form in a timely manner. In case there are technical issues, the OGP MDTF Implementation Team strongly recommends that applicants submit their EOIs at minimum a few hours before the deadline.


Questions and Answers

1. Can you apply for the MDTF co-creation award if there is no multi-stakeholder forum (MSF) in your country?
An active MSF is an eligibility requirement. The OGP Support Unit has reviewed and updated the list of eligible countries to reflect this. The revised list can be found in the Terms of Reference. For more information, you can reach out to your OGP Country Support Team member. 

2. Does the applicant have to be part of the OGP National Steering Committee/MSF in order to apply?
This is not required. However, the applicant will need to work closely with the Government’s Point of Contact (POC) and the MSF to develop the proposal and the workplan. Therefore, it is essential for all applicants to successfully demonstrate their ability to do so.

3. Does the applicant’s organization have to be based in the list of eligible countries?
The OGP MDTF is looking for applicants that are actively engaged in the OGP process of the country in which they are applying. However, if an organization is not based in that particular country, then they must be able to demonstrate their experience engaging with civil society and government and how they would strengthen this national and local engagement with an award from the OGP MDTF.

4. Will every organization be asked to submit a proposal? 
Not every organization that submits an EOI will be invited to submit a proposal. The EOI will allow the OGP MDTF Implementation Team to evaluate an organization’s experience in engaging on open government and their capacity to implement an award. These considerations, as well as initial ideas on how to create a more ambitious action plan, will determine which organizations the OGP MDTF will be invited to the next round.


[bookmark: _GoBack]How to Apply
1. Connect to the World Bank Corporate Procurement website 
2. Register Your Firm
3. Go to Business Opportunities and find Selection #: 1266532
4. Download TOR
5. Submit the EOI Form at the end of TOR

