
 

Open Algorithms in France, the Netherlands and New Zealand 
 
FRANCE 

What They’re Doing  Legislative framework?  OGP Commitment 

Etalab has been focusing on how to help 
agencies fulfill their legal obligations in 
terms of explainability and transparency. 
In this context, Etalab has produced two 
guidance documents for agencies: one on 
opening public source codes and one on 
the legal framework of accountability and 
transparency of public sector algorithms. 
Their work is also grounded in 
accompanying agencies on specific case 
studies.  
 
In June 2019, Etalab wrote a paper 
outlining their approach. 

Yes - the 2016 ‘Law for a 
Digital Republic’, 
introduced new 
provisions concerning 
public algorithms. These 
provisions aim to 
introduce greater 
transparency and 
accountability of the 
administration in the use 
of these systems, in 
particular when they are 
used to make decisions. 

‘Improving 
transparency of public 
algorithms and source 
codes’, Commitment 
#6, AP 2018-2020  

 
NETHERLANDS 

What They’re Doing  Legislative framework?  OGP Commitment 

The Ministry of Justice and Safety and The 
Ministry of the Interior, among others, 
published guidelines on the use of 
algorithms by the government, with public 
values as an important focus. 

In 2019 research was conducted on the 
oversight of the government’s use of 
algorithms. 

The Dutch National Chamber of Audit has 
been researching the use of algorithms in 
the public sector since February 2020. 

The Dutch government is considering a 
tri-level approach, looking at utilisation, 
implementation and adoption of open 
algorithms. 

No  ‘Open Algorithms’, 
Commitment #6, AP 
2018-2020 

 

https://etalab.github.io/algorithmes-publics/guide.html
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2016/10/7/ECFI1524250L/jo/texte
https://github.com/etalab/algorithmes-publics/blob/master/20190611_WorkingPaper_PSAAccountability_Etalab.pdf
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2016/10/7/ECFI1524250L/jo/texte
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2016/10/7/ECFI1524250L/jo/texte
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/France-Action-Plan-2018-2020-English.pdf
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-26643-642.html
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/rapporten/2019/11/25/rapport-toezicht-op-gebruik-van-algoritmen-door-de-overheid
https://www.rekenkamer.nl/actueel/lopend-onderzoek/zicht-op-algoritmes
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Netherlands_Action-Plan_2018-2020_EN.pdf
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Netherlands_Action-Plan_2018-2020_EN.pdf


 

NEW ZEALAND 
 

What They’re Doing  Legislative framework?  OGP Commitment 

In 2018 the Government Chief Data 
Steward and the Privacy Commissioner 
published the Principles for the Safe and 
Effective use of Data and Analytics to 
guide government agency practices. 

In October 2018 the government 
published a stocktake of operational 
algorithms used by government agencies. 

In June 2019 the Government Chief Data 
Steward convened an independent Data 
Ethics Advisory Group and in October 
2019, announced public consultation on a 
proposed algorithm charter for 
government agencies. 

No 
 

‘Review of government 
use of algorithms’, 
Commitment #8, AP 
2018-2020 

 
 

2             Open Government Partnership  

https://www.stats.govt.nz/about-us/data-leadership#principles
https://www.stats.govt.nz/about-us/data-leadership#principles
https://data.govt.nz/use-data/analyse-data/government-algorithm-transparency-and-accountability/algorithm-assessment-report/
https://data.govt.nz/about/government-chief-data-steward-gcds/data-ethics-advisory-group/
https://data.govt.nz/about/government-chief-data-steward-gcds/data-ethics-advisory-group/
https://data.govt.nz/use-data/analyse-data/government-algorithm-transparency-and-accountability/draft-algorithm-charter/
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/New-Zealand_Action-Plan_2018-2020.pdf
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/New-Zealand_Action-Plan_2018-2020.pdf

