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Application to join the Open Government Partnership Local Government 

Dear Open Government Partnership Co-Chairs, 

The South African government is a founding member of the OGP. Former Deputy, 
now President Ramaphosa's remarks when South Africa assumed a role as 
Government Lead in 2015 are notable. He indicated that South Africa has much to 
share " ... on how we think we can strengthen our internal mechanisms to ensure 
greater transparency and inclusive participation". We believe the same of our local 
space. 

Our local jurisdiction is a region of the Eastern Cape of South Africa with 80,390 
inhabitants that operates under the administration of the Eastern Cape Provincial 
government and within the system of concurrent powers laid out by the Constitution 
of South Africa. 

Several different complex challenges face us, outlined within our Integrated 
Development Plan (IDP) 2019-2020. These include an ongoing water crisis and calls 
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• Monitoring and reporting on the municipal finances with National Treasury and
civil society4 

Our municipality has capacity to work on projects with the support of the Makhanda 
Circle of Unity and has existing relationships with a range of civic partners (Kagiso 
Trust, Makhanda Revive, Grahamstown Residents Association, Grahamstown 
Business Forum) through the MCU coalition. 

While the primary role of the municipal council is that of political oversight of the 
municipality's functions, programmes and the management of the administration, we 
are committed to working closely together with MCU and other civic partners to build 
capacity to support our involvement in this programme. 
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4 https://openup.org.za/blog/municipal-money-webinar




