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Comment on Section 2.4: Commitment 4
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Comments Received from Jordan Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation
(March 27-28, 2022)

Comments on Section 2.1
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"https://data.jordan.gov.jo".

The 4th NAP included 5 commitments , all of which have positive impact on open government that
will continue and magnify in the future. Such impacts are; facilitating foreign fund approval process,
launching a platform to facilitate the process of filing human rights complaints , enhancing the
availability and accessibility of open government data (for example, through Commitment 2, by August
2021, 74 government bodies published 645 open datasets on the Open Government Data Platform
covering |5 sectors through 2021)

"https://data.jordan.gov.jo”).
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Open Government is a top priority of the current Administration who is also taking further steps to
realize open government values outside the OGP. The new government has adopted an open,
transparent and participatory approach in developing critical strategies and major programs through
conducting Interactive consultations with the civil society, private sector, parliament, chambers of
industry and commerce, economic groups and think tanks . Examples of these strategies and
programs are; the Updated National Strategy for Integrity and Anti-Corruption (2020-2025) which
align with OGP values in combating corruption, enhancing integrity, the Government’s Indicative
Executive Program 2021-2024 which focus on structural and economic reforms, good governance,
enhancing transparency political development, enhancing the rule of law, and improving public
services, and the Economic Priorities Program 2021-2023 which focus on generating employment
opportunities and stimulating economic growth . This demonstrates the new government strong
commitment to the OGP, which is also evident in the successful implementation of the majority of the
4th NAP commitments, institutionalizing and increasing the number of Open Government Unit team,
and launching the OGP Website http://ogp.gov.jo.
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The implementing agencies strived to fulfil the commitments despite the enormous unprecedented
challenges imposed by the pandemic. Now, all five commitments are substantially completed (98% of
commitments)
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It's worth mentioning that Commitments | and 4 have been substantially completed by the end of
Dec. 2021, the delay in implementation was due to the challenges of COVID-19.
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There has been no shift in the government priorities. Implementation was hampered by the challenges
imposed by COVID-19 and the health situation. In addition, the correlation made between the
analysis of policy obligations - in the reference cited - and prioritizing open government is completely
subjective and unfounded.
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There were several early results produced by the commitments such as; commitment | led to
facilitating the process of foreign funding approvals, commitment 2 led to enhancing the enforcement
of open data policy, commitment 4 resulted in launching a platform for human rights complaints,
commitment 5 led to developing two protocols and institutionalizing the enforcement of the right to
information law. Besides, achieving open government is a continuous process not a one-time event.
Commitments will continue to show positive results in the future.
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The Civil Society Organizations are not repressed in Jordan, CSOs operate freely, and obtain funding
from international donors with free entry and free exist in accordance with rules in order to regulate
the civil society sector.

Comments on Section 2.2
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The two governance manuals (associations manual & non- profit companies manual) and the strategy
paper have been developed in Dec. 2021 and published.
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Launching the platform and dedicating a hotline for human rights complaints were completed on Sep.
2021.
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All milestones in commitment 5 were completely achieved within the implementation period such as ;
developing the protocols, developing a guidance manual for classifying information , and conducting
awareness campaigns. Regarding the compliance matrix, a set of questions and criteria for compliance
were produced to be included at the IACC compliant mechanism., The process is in its final stage.
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When the Cabinet proclaimed the activation of the Defense Law of 1992, this was amid an
unprecedented and exceptional health situation. His Majesty King Abdullah Il directed the
Government to ensure that the implementation of the Defense Law and the orders issued under it
will be within the most limited scope possible without infringing on Jordanians’ political and civil
rights, but, rather, safeguarding them and protecting public liberties and the right to self-expression
enshrined in the Constitution.

\}[‘L}\\.AScM\%P%ﬂéﬁe}m‘w;)ﬂﬂ\)&\wd&ﬂ-(ébﬂ‘d;d@umu)_UAJMUAEMBJE&J\
U5 sy Aol 2amall e shall prdits Amcall 513 5 (e (s e Sl S o 13 ) ALy Qs 338 40 0
_eﬁjyljgwuhpu%ﬁaauthw&\ﬂ\qﬁ)’ijcw\Jhs“ﬁ\JwApJSQA@

At the onset of the pandemic, the health situation was uncertain and the nature of virus spread was
unknown. Thus, there has been limitations only on freedom of assembly for a short period of time -
(As all countries in the world did)- to curb the spread of the virus, while freedom of speech has not
been restricted,. However, all restrictions have been lifted now. Furthermore, the government has
assigned specific health officials to report on COVID-19 updates in order to unify the source of health
news , and provide the public with accurate information substantiated by facts and figures.

Comment on Section 2.3
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Same as comment above, There were several early results such as, commitment | led to facilitating
the process of granting foreign funding approvals. commitment 2 enhanced the enforcement of open




data policy. Commitment 4 resulted in launching a platform for human rights complaints.
Commitment 5 led to developing two protocols and institutionalizing the enforcement of the right to
information law. Besides, achieving open government is a continuous process not a one-time event.
commitments will continue to show positive results in the future.

Comment on Section 2.4: Commitment |

ne ISl RS pa Jilag ¢ Al i1 48 ) 5) Gy small 25 o5 S OV el | ol Y1 s (s siase o S paall (ge
2021 _rewsnd Jslay (lamanl) AaS sa dila g ¢ Apag )l

gl iad ) Cangd Y 3 S8 A s il

https://bit.ly/3HGGmm|

https://bit.ly/3pu7ddw
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https://bit.ly/3eolLePV

Its worth mentioning that the level of completion of commitment | is now substantial. The two
milestones (strategy paper, non-profit companies governance manual, and associations governance
manual) have been developed by Dec. 2021

Governance Manual for non-profit companies:

https://bit.ly/3SHGGmm|

Governance Manual for associations:

https://bit.ly/3pu7ddw

Strategy Paper:

https://bit.ly/3eolLePV

Comment on Section 2.4: Commitment 4
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The level of completion of commitment 4 is substantial. The five milestones are now complete.

(the legislative and regulatory framework for the Office of the Government Human Rights
Coordinator GHRC, capacity building of team, Launching a platform and dedicating a hotline for
human rights complaints, and launching an awareness campaign).
https://www.petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=190738&lang=ar&name=news#.YVYXIm3ZM_|M.w
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